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Noughts and Crosses Series -  
Malorie Blackman  

 

A world of people, some noughts some crosses, and they aren't allowed to 
mix. Callum and Sephie are from either side and are determined to be 
together. Certain people are out to ensure that doesn't happen, whatever it 
takes.  

 

 

 

 

 
The Maze Runner - James Dashner  

When the doors of the lift crank open, the only thing Thomas remembers is 
his first name. But he's not alone. He's surrounded by boys who welcome him 
to the Glade, a walled encampment at the centre of a bizarre & terrible stone 
maze. Like Thomas, the Gladers don't know why or how they came to be 
there - or what's happened to the world outside.  

 

 

 

 

 

Moriarty - Anthony Horowitz  

Sherlock Holmes is dead. Days after Holmes and his arch-enemy Moriarty fall 
to their doom at the Reichenbach Falls, Pinkerton agent Frederick Chase 
arrives from New York. The death of Moriarty has created a poisonous 
vacuum which has been swiftly filled by a fiendish new criminal mastermind. 
Ably assisted by Inspector Athelney Jones, a devoted student of Holmes's 
methods of investigation and deduction, Chase must hunt down this shadowy 
figure, a man much feared but seldom seen, a man determined to engulf 
London in a tide of murder and menace. The game is afoot . . .  

 

 

 

 

Gone - Michael Grant 

 

Suddenly there were no adults, no answers. What would you do? In the blink 
of an eye, the world changes. The adults vanish without a trace, and those left 
must do all they can to survive. But everyone's idea of survival is different. 
Some look after themselves, some look after others, and some will do 
anything for power. 

 

 

 

 

Wonder  - R J Palacio 

'My name is August. I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're 
thinking, it's probably worse.' 
Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating 
ice cream, playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids 
don't make other ordinary kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary 
kids aren't stared at wherever they go. 
Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his 
parents his whole life. Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - 
and he's dreading it. All he wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his 
new classmates that he's just like them, underneath it all?  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte  
  

Orphaned into the household of her Aunt Reed at Gateshead, subject to the 
cruel regime at Lowood charity school, Jane Eyre none the less emerges 
unbroken in spirit and integrity. How she takes up the post of governess at 
Thornfield Hall, meets and loves Mr Rochester and discovers the impediment 
to their lawful marriage are elements in a story that transcends melodrama 
to portray a woman's passionate search for a wider and richer life that 
traditionally accorded to her sex in Victorian society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buffalo Solider - Tanya Landman  
 
  

Winner of the CILIP Carnegie Medal 2015. "What kind of a girl steals the 
clothes from a dead man's back and runs off to join the army? A desperate 
one. That's who." At the end of the American Civil War, Charley – a young 
African-American slave from the deep south – is ostensibly freed. But then 
her adopted mother is  raped and lynched at the hands of a mob and Charley 
is left alone. In a terrifyingly lawless land, where the colour of a person's skin 
can bring violent death, Charley disguises herself as a man and joins the army. 
Soon she's being sent to the prairies to fight a whole new war against the 
"savage Indians". Trapped in a world of injustice and inequality, it's only when 
Charley is posted to Apache territory that she begins to learn what it is to be 
truly free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fastest Boy in the World - Elizabeth Laird  

Eleven-year-old Solomon loves to run! The great athletes of the Ethiopian 
national team are his heroes and he dreams that one day he will be a gold-
medal-winning athlete like them, in spite of his ragged shorts and bare feet.  
When his grandfather announces that he's going to take Solomon to Addis 
Ababa, Solomon cannot believe his ears. A trip to the capital? It's 
unfathomable. Solomon's joy is increased when he realizes that the Ethiopian 
running team will be doing a victory parade through the city that day. Maybe 
he'll get a glimpse of Haile Gebrselassie or Derartu Tulu?! 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Book Thief -  Markus Zusak  

Narrated in the all-knowing matter-of-fact voice of Death, witnessing the 
story of the citizens of Molching. By 1943, the Allied bombs are falling, and 
the sirens begin to wail. Liesel shares out her books in the air-raid shelters. 
But one day, the wail of the sirens comes too late. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Thousand Splendid Suns - Khaled Hosseini  

'A Thousand Splendid Suns' is a chronicle of Afghan history, and a deeply 
moving story of family, friendship, and the salvation to be found in love. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Hobbit -  J R Tolkien  

Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, with no desire to travel far 
from the comforts of home; then one day the wizard Gandalf and a band of 
dwarves arrive unexpectedly and enlist his services – as a burglar – on a 
dangerous expedition to raid the treasure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. Bilbo’s 
life is never to be the same again. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Traveller - HG Wells  

When a Victorian scientist propels himself into the year 802,701 AD, he is 
initially delighted to find that suffering has been replaced by beauty, 
contentment and peace. 
Entranced at first by the Eloi, an elfin species descended from man, he soon 
realises that this beautiful people are simply remnants of a once-great 
culture now weak and childishly afraid of the dark. They have every reason to 
be afraid: in deep tunnels beneath their paradise lurks another race 
descended from humanity the sinister Morlocks. And when the scientist's 
time machine vanishes, it becomes clear he must search these tunnels, if he 
is ever to return to his own era. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rooftoppers - Katherine Rundell  

My mother is still alive, and she is going to come for me one day. Everyone 
thinks that Sophie is an orphan. True, there were no other recorded female 
survivors from the shipwreck which left baby Sophie floating in the English 
Channel in a cello case, but Sophie remembers seeing her mother wave for 
help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the  
Night-Time - Mark Haddon 

It is a murder mystery novel like no other. The detective, and narrator, is 
Christopher Boone. Christopher is fifteen and has Asperger's Syndrome. He 
knows a very great deal about maths and very little about human beings. He 
loves lists, patterns and the truth. He hates the colours yellow and brown and 
being touched. He has never gone further than the end of the road on his 
own, but when he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he sets out on a 
terrifying journey which will turn his whole world upside down. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liar & Spy - Rebecca Stead 

Georges (the s is silent) has a lot going on. He's having trouble with some 
boys at school, his dad lost his job and so his mum has started working all the 
time - and they had to sell their house and move into an apartment. But 
moving into the apartment block does bring one good thing - Safer, an 
unusual boy who lives on the top floor. He runs a spy club, and is determined 
to teach Georges everything he knows. Their current case is to spy on the 
mysterious Mr X in the apartment above Georges. But as Georges and Safer 
go deeper into their Mr X plan, the lines between games, lies, and reality 
begin to blur. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wolf Brothers - Michelle Paver  
 
  

Thousands of years ago the land is one dark forest. Its people are hunter-
gatherers. They know how to survive in a time of enchantment and powerful 
magic. Until an ambitious and malevolent force conjures a demon: a demon 
so evil that it can be contained only in the body of a ferocious bear that will 
slay everything it sees, and the world. Only one boy can stop it - 12 year old 
Torak, who has seen his father murdered by the bear. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One -  Sarah Crossan  

Grace and Tippi are twins - conjoined twins. And their lives are about to 
change. No longer able to afford home schooling, they must venture into the 
world - a world of stares, sneers and cruelty. Will they find more than that at 
school? Can they find real friends? And what about love? But what neither 
Grace or Tippi realises is that a heart-wrenching decision lies ahead. A 
decision that could tear them apart. One that will change their lives even 
more than they ever imagined... 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fifth Wave - Rick Yancey 

First book in the bestselling series and now a film. Perfect for fans of The 
Hunger Games, Divergent and Maze Runner 
After the 1st wave, only darkness remains. After the 2nd, only the lucky 
escape. And after the 3rd, only the unlucky survive. After 4th wave, only one 
rule applies: trust no one. NOW IS THE DAWN OF THE 5TH WAVE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

House of Secrets - Chris Columbus  
and Ned Vizzini 

  

Acclaimed film director, producer and screenwriter, co-written with Ned 
Vizzini of MTV’s Teen Wolf’s fame debut novel. Join the protagonists - three 
siblings - on an epic journey, to retrieve a dark book of untold power and 
uncover the Walker family's secret history. Oh and save their parents ...and 
maybe even the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Stone Balancer - John Townsend 

Fin’s Fourteenth summer, at home by the sea in August, should be fantastic… 
but it isn’t. He’s a keen stone- balancer, spending hours alone on the beach 
building stone towers. That’s where he is the only witness to an apparent 
murder on the cliff. 
There’s no body and there’s no evidence of murder, but Fin is convinced that 
somebody has been killed. With his mother seriously ill and a nasty uncle 
now in charge, Fin is pursued and forced into hiding. 
He and his new (and only) friend Sophie must take drastic action to solve a 
sinister and complex mystery- before the murderer kills again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thin Air - Michelle Paver 

The Himalayas, 1935. 
Kanchenjunga. Third- highest peak on earth. Greatest killer of them all. 
Five Englishmen set off from Darjeeling, determined to conquer the sacred 
summit. But courage can only take them so far- and the mountain is not their 
only foe. 
A mountain sickness and the horrors of the extreme altitude set in, the past 
refuses to stay buried. And sometimes, the truth wont set you free 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heartless - Marissa Meyer 

Long before Alice fell down the rabbit hole… 
And before the roses were painted red… 
The Queen of Hearts was just a girl, in love for the first time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ravenmaster’s Boy - Mary Hoffman 
  

Young Kit finds himself on a plague cart wedged between the bodies of his 
mother and father. But he is alive and is rescued and taken into the home of 
the Ravenmaster at the Tower of London. He soon finds he can speak the 
language of the big black birds, a skill which proves useful when he finds 
himself caught up in a story of queens and treason, princesses and 
executioners. There can be no change in the history of Henry Vlll's first two 
wives but without Kit and the ravens another Tudor monarch might never 
have survived. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Northern Lights - Philip Pullman 

"Without this child, we shall all die." Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon 
live half-wild and carefree among scholars of Jordan College, Oxford. The 
destiny that awaits her will take her to the frozen lands of the Arctic, where 
witch-clans reign and ice-bears fight. Her extraordinary journey will have 
immeasurable consequences far beyond her own world... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skellig - David Almond 

When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, 
Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and uncertain. 
Then, one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle garage of 
his new home, and finds something magical. A strange creature - part owl, 
part angel, a being who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new 
friend Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to health, while his baby sister 
languishes in the hospital. But Skellig is far more than he at first appears, and 
as he helps Michael breathe life into his tiny sister, Michael's world changes 
for ever . . . 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper Lee 
  

A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real mockingbird of Harper 
Lee's classic novel - a black man charged with the rape of a white girl. 
Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with 
exuberant humour the irrationality of adult attitudes to race and class in the 
Deep South of the 1930s. The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, 
violence and hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for 
justice. But the weight of history will only tolerate so much. 
To Kill a Mockingbird is a coming-of-age story, an anti-racist novel, a historical 
drama of the Great Depression and a sublime example of the Southern 
writing tradition. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Graveyard Book - Neil Gaiman 

Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal boy. He would be 
completely normal if he didn't live in a sprawling graveyard, being raised and 
educated by ghosts, with a solitary guardian who belongs to neither the 
world of the living nor of the dead. There are dangers and adventures in the 
graveyard for a boy-an ancient Indigo Man beneath the hill, a gateway to a 
desert leading to an abandoned city of ghouls, the strange and terrible 
menace of the Sleer. 
But if Bod leaves the graveyard, then he will come under attack from the man 
Jack--who has already killed Bod's family. . . 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brighton Rock - Graham Greene 

A gang war is raging through the dark underworld of Brighton. Seventeen-
year-old Pinkie, malign and ruthless, has killed a man. Believing he can escape 
retribution, he is unprepared for the courageous, life-embracing Ida Arnold. 
Greene's gripping thriller, exposes a world of loneliness and fear, of life lived 
on the 'dangerous edge of things'. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fireman - Joe Hill 

Nobody knew where the virus came from. FOX News said it had been set 
loose by ISIS, using spores that had been invented by the Russians in the 
1980s. MSNBC said sources indicated it might've been created by engineers 
at Halliburton and stolen by culty Christian types fixated on the Book of 
Revelation. CNN reported both sides. And while every TV station debated the 
cause, the world burnt. Pregnant school nurse, HARPER GRAYSON, has seen 
lots of people burn on TV, but the first person she saw burn for real was in 
the playground behind her school. But when she realises she has become 
infected, she is determined to find a way to survive - at least long enough to 
see her child born. No matter what is left of the world for them to live in. 
With the epic scope of THE PASSAGE and the emotional impact of THE ROAD, 
this is one woman's story of survival at the end of the world. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refugee Boy - Benjamin Zephaniah 
  

It’s a hard life being labelled ‘political’. It seems that because I’m constantly 
ranting about the ills of the world I’m expected to have all the answers, but I 
don’t, and I’ve never claimed to, besides I’m not a politician. What interests 
me is people. When I hear politicians saying that we are being ‘flooded’ by 
refugees, I always remind myself that each ‘refugee’ is a person, a person 
who for some reason has left everything they know and love to find safety in 
a strange, and sometimes hostile country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bone  Sparrow - Zana Fraillon 
  

Subhi is a refugee. Born in a detention centre, all he knows of the world is 
that he's at least 19 fence diamonds high, that the nice jackets never stay 
long, and at night the sea finds its way to his tent, bringing with it unusual 
treasures. Bringing him Jimmie. Jimmie lives on the Outside. Carrying a 
notebook that she's unable to read and wearing a sparrow made out of bone 
around her neck - both talismans of her family's past and the mother she's 
lost - she strikes up an unlikely friendship with Subhi across the fence. As he 
reads aloud the tale of how Jimmie's family came to be, both children 
discover the importance of their own stories in writing their futures. 
Shortlisted for the CILIP Carnegie Medal Awards 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RailHead - Philip Reeve 

Zen Starling is a petty thief. A nobody. Destined to ride the rails to nowhere 
special. That is until Raven, a strange and mysterious figure, enlists him for 
one small job. One small job that might just bring everything in this galaxy, 
and the next, to the end of the line. 
Shortlisted for the CILIP Carnegie Medal Awards 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beck - Meg Rosoff and Mal Peet 

Born from a street liaison between a poor young woman and an African 
soldier in the 1900s, Beck is soon orphaned and sent to the Catholic Brothers 
in Canada. Shipped to work on a farm, his escape takes him across the 
continent in search for belonging. Enduring abuse and many hardships, Beck 
has times of comfort and encouragement, eventually finding Grace, the 
woman with whom he can finally forge his life and shape his destiny as a 
young man. 
Shortlisted for the CILIP Carnegie Medal Awards 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wolf Hollow - Lauren Wolk 

Annabelle has lived in Wolf Hollow all her life: a quiet place, still scarred by 
two world wars. But when cruel, manipulative Betty arrives in town, 
Annabelle's calm world is shattered, along with everything she's ever known 
about right and wrong. When Betty accuses gentle loner Toby - a traumatised 
ex-soldier - of a terrible act, Annabelle knows he's innocent. Then Betty 
disappears. Now Annabelle must protect Toby from the spiralling accusations 
and hysteria, until she can prove to Wolf Hollow what really happened to 
Betty. 
Shortlisted for the CILIP Carnegie Medal Awards 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth -  
Frank Cottrell Boyce 

The Blythes are a big, warm, rambunctious family who live on a small farm 
and sometimes foster children. Now Prez has come to live with them. But, 
though he seems cheerful and helpful, he never says a word. Then one day 
Prez answers the door to someone claiming to be his relative. This small, loud 
stranger carries a backpack, walks with a swagger and goes by the name of 
Sputnik. As Prez dithers on the doorstep, Sputnik strolls right past him and 
introduces himself to everyone in the household. Prez is amazed at the 
response. The family pat Sputnik on the head, call him a good boy and drop 
food into his mouth. It seems they all think Sputnik is a dog. It's only Prez 
who thinks otherwise. But Prez soon finds himself having to defend the 
family from the chaos and danger unleashed by Sputnik, as household items 
come to life. 
 Shortlisted for the CILIP Carnegie Medal Awards 2017 


