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You will join the Sixth Form in September and  
will be in the Upper School with all the aƩendant 
privileges and responsibiliƟes. These years are 
potenƟally the most exciƟng and rewarding of 
your School career. We know that you will want 
to make the most of your opportuniƟes, so that 
you secure the greatest possible benefit from 
your Ɵme in the Sixth Form. Some very important 
decisions about higher educaƟon and careers lie 
ahead and the opƟons open to you will be 
determined, in large part, by your approach to 
Sixth Form life. 
 
You will be offered all kinds of challenges and 
opportuniƟes and are advised to approach these 
very posiƟvely from the outset, with an 
understanding that talent in any field grows as a 
result of puƫng in hours of deep pracƟce. 
Academic study is, of course, the main reason 
why you will be at School and you should consult 
with Tutors and Heads of Departments to idenƟfy 
your intellectual strengths and needs and to 
devise strategies for improvement.  
 
A Levels and their BTEC equivalents conƟnue to 
represent the ‘gold standard’ and hold the key to 
a university educaƟon. While community life at 
Stowe makes you think about others, the subjects 
on offer are designed to make you think deeply 
and to think for yourself. The opƟons open are 
broad and flexible; they are not a straitjacket into 
which you either fit or fail. The Extended Project 
QualificaƟon, in parƟcular, provides a perfect 
opportunity for you to idenƟfy and explore in 
depth a topic of your choice, demonstraƟng your 
ability to work independently which will stand  
you in good stead for university.  
 

The successful transiƟon from GCSE requires a 
growing maturity and an ability to organise 
yourself in a way that reveals a greater 
capacity for independent study. Pupils are 
expected to stay moƟvated and focused 
throughout the Sixth Form. We expect hard 
work. In turn we commit ourselves to helping 
you to pursue and develop your strengths and 
interests. You will experience the pleasure of 
discovery and exploraƟon, of forging ideas and 
increasing awareness and of deepening your 
understanding of the world around you. 
Personal responsibility and self‐moƟvaƟon are 
essenƟal precondiƟons of success. 
 
98% of Stoics go on to higher educaƟon each 
year, so you can see that Stowe’s Sixth Form 
provision is very good indeed. 
 
This booklet summarises the objecƟves and 
contents of the Sixth Form courses offered at 
Stowe. Please think carefully when you make 
your subject choices. 

 

Dr Anthony Wallersteiner, Head 
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Making the correct choices for the Sixth Form 
is important, not only in ensuring that you 
flourish at Stowe over the next two years, but 
so that you keep the right doors open to you 
for your future beyond Stowe.  
 
A Levels have been recently reformed to be 
fully linear, more challenging, and to have 
more content to cover. In addiƟon, the 
reformed BTECs offer a qualificaƟon which is 
treated by universiƟes as equivalent to an  
A Level, but which is assessed in a more 
pracƟcal and modular manner. Given that 
universiƟes make their offers primarily on the 
basis of three A Level or BTEC grades, we 
recommend that most pupils choose just 
three to focus on from the start, in order to 
maximise chances of achieving top grades in 
these. However we are also conƟnuing to 
make it possible for pupils to study four if 
desired, though we recommend you talk this 
over first with the Senior Tutor. For more 
guidance on choices, please see page 5 of this 
booklet.  
 
Although the primary evidence for university 
admissions will be the three A Level or BTEC 
grades, they will also conƟnue to look for 
evidence of academic ambiƟon and extension 
beyond this. Therefore we also expect Sixth 
Form pupils who are studying three subjects 
to complete either an Extended Project 
QualificaƟon (EPQ) or another enrichment 
elecƟve in addiƟon to their three main 
subjects. A number of these elecƟves are also 
examined and carry UCAS points, which for 
some universiƟes will be accepted as part of 
an admissions offer.  
 

ElecƟves at Stowe range from standalone  
AS qualificaƟons in Maths, Psychology or 
Music Technology, to doing a Languages 
qualificaƟon or preparing for Grade 8 Music. 
The BTEC opƟons in Business and Sport also 
offer AS Level equivalent qualificaƟons.  
A provisional list of elecƟves to choose  
from appears at the back of this booklet.  
 
The Extended Project QualificaƟon (EPQ) is 
perhaps the most respected and most flexible 
of the elecƟves. The EPQ carries the UCAS 
weighƟng of 50% of a full A Level and 
provides the possibility for pupils to pursue 
an area of parƟcular interest in a self‐
designed, assessed project. UniversiƟes and 
employers welcome it because it indicates 
genuine academic interest and commitment, 
as well as an ability to reflect and work 
independently. The EPQ course at Stowe will 
run from September to June of the Lower 
Sixth year. For those who wish to stretch 
themselves that liƩle bit more, it may be 
possible to choose both the EPQ and another 
elecƟve.  
 
If you have any quesƟons about the 
curriculum, or what to consider when making 
your choices, please feel free to contact us for 
further advice. 
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Introduction 

Deputy Head (Academic): Dr Julie Potter 
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4 Deputy Head (Academic): Dr Julie Potter 

Please note: 
 

 Further MathemaƟcs may not be taken without MathemaƟcs. 
 

 Business, Economics, History of Art, Film Studies and PoliƟcs courses are rarely studied before the Sixth 
Form. Some other subjects can also accept candidates who lack the GCSE experience. ProspecƟve 
candidates should negoƟate with the Head of Department in quesƟon.  

 

 The School reserves the right to withdraw a subject from the curriculum if there is insufficient demand. 
 

 Subjects marked with a single asterix * may be taken either as an elecƟve for one year within the 
column structure (six lessons a week) or as a full A Level equivalent over two years. Subjects marked 
with ** in columns 1 – 4 can only be taken as an elecƟve and chosen within the columns as published 
i.e. in addiƟon to three other A Levels/courses.  

 

 The Engineering BTEC can be taken either as a full A Level equivalent over two years, or as an elecƟve 
over one year. Both opƟons are delivered in three lessons a week at Stowe, together with a three hour 
session at the UTC in Silverstone on Wednesday aŌernoons.  

 

 The CreaƟve Digital Media ProducƟon BTEC can only be studied as an Extended Level 3 course, 
equivalent to a full A Level, taught over two years. 

The subjects available to those qualifying for the Sixth Form are set out in the columns below. We expect 
members of the Sixth Form to take three A Levels and an elecƟve. Only one subject can be chosen from 
each of the columns. Those wishing to study four A Levels are asked to seek advice in the first instance 
from the Deputy Head (Academic) or Senior Tutor. Please note that some elecƟves must be chosen 
within the column structure.  

1 2 3 4 

 
Biology 

 
Business 

 
CreaƟve Digital 

Media ProducƟon 
BTEC 

 
Design 

 
Economics 

 
English Literature 

 
History 

(Early Modern) 
 

History 
(Modern) 

 
History of Art 

 
MathemaƟcs 

 
Physics 

 
Sports Science 

 
**EPQ 

 

 
Art 

 
Business 

 
*Business BTEC 

 
Chemistry 

 
Drama 

 
Economics 

 
English Literature 

 
German 

 
LaƟn 

 
Physics 

 
PoliƟcs 

 
Religious Studies 

 
Spanish 

 
**EPQ 

 
Art 

 
Biology 

 
Chemistry 

 
Computer  

Science 
 

Design 
 

Economics 
 

Film Studies 
 

French 
 

Geography 
 

History of Art 
 

PoliƟcs 
 

Sports Science 
 

*Sport BTEC 
 

**EPQ 
  

 
Business 

 
Drama 

 
Further  

MathemaƟcs 
 

Geography 
 

History 
(Modern) 

 
MathemaƟcs 

 
**AS MathemaƟcs 

 
Music 

 
PoliƟcs 

 
Religious Studies 

 
**EPQ 

  

A Level Columns (provisional) 

ElecƟve 

 
EPQ 

 
Core Maths 

 
AS Further Maths 

 
AS Film Studies 

  
AS Music Technology 

 
AS/A Levels in 

AddiƟonal Modern 
Languages 

 
IELTS 

 
AS Psychology 

 
*Engineering BTEC 

 
LAMDA 

 
MOOC 

 
PALM 

 
ILM 

 

Sixth Form Curriculum - Provisional for 2020-2022 



Most Stoics follow Sixth Form programmes that 
lead to three A Levels at the end of two years. In 
addiƟon, pupils are expected to choose a course 
from our programme of ‘elecƟves’ which they will 
follow for one or two years, depending on the 
course chosen. These courses are selected to 
provide breadth to a programme of study, to allow 
pupils to develop a parƟcular passion or interest, 
or indeed to provide addiƟonal support for their 
other A Levels. Our curriculum provides the 
flexibility for pupils to follow bespoke programmes 
that best suit their interests and aspiraƟons.  
 
It is very important that all Stoics follow a 
programme that is appropriate to their apƟtudes, 
capabiliƟes and aspiraƟons. All academic 
departments publish a required GCSE entry grade 
for progression to study their subject at A Level. 
For example, a GCSE grade 7 or higher in the 
relevant subject(s) will be needed to study Maths, 
Sciences and Modern Languages at A Level; pupils 
who, in previous years, have started these subjects 
with a grade 6 or lower have struggled to make the 
progress required to achieve anything more than a 
low pass (grade E) at A Level.  
 
Please note that a Stoic cannot conƟnue with a 
subject to the Upper Sixth without a pass grade in 
this subject in the Lower Sixth end of year exams.  
 
Stowe also offers a limited range of BTEC courses 
which can be studied as elecƟves for one year, six 
lessons a week, leading to a Level 3/AS equivalent 
qualificaƟon, or as a two year Extended Level 3 
course leading to a full A Level equivalent. Please 
note that the BTEC in CreaƟve Digital Media 
ProducƟon, offered in column 1, is only available 
as the full two year A Level equivalent course. 
 
One of the most popular ‘elecƟves’ chosen by our 
pupils is the Extended Project QualificaƟon which 
is a highly valued course by universiƟes. It provides 
pupils with an opportunity to research a topic of 
their own choice and can take the form of a 
wriƩen essay or an artefact. The qualificaƟon 
assesses the learning process as well as outcome, 
and demands extended autonomous learning by a 
pupil with the support of an EPQ supervisor. As 
such the EPQ provides invaluable evidence of a 
parƟcular passion in a subject chosen to be studied 
at university and adds gravitas to any UCAS 
applicaƟon.  
 
Which subjects? 
 

Any subject requires commitment for success. 
Readiness to become deeply involved is based not 
only on enjoyment of a subject but also on a belief 
in the subject’s importance to future studies. 
There are four things to consider. 
 

1.  How do I choose which subjects to take? 
 

Previous experience of a subject studied at 
GCSE is oŌen a key deciding factor. However, it 
is possible to study some subjects at A Level 
that have not been taken at GCSE. These 
subjects include History of Art, Film Studies, 
PoliƟcs, Economics and Business. Some pupils 
have also successfully taken Drama, Sports 
Science, Religious Studies, Computer Science 
and History without having followed the GCSE 
course. It is important to speak with the Head of 
Department, or to any teacher of the subject, to 
find out what is involved in a subject at A Level 
and whether you are suitably qualified. 
 

2. Which subject combinaƟons work well? 
 

Care must be taken when choosing subject 
combinaƟons for certain degree courses and for 
the more selecƟve and compeƟƟve universiƟes. 
Most Science, Psychology or Engineering 
courses require a minimum of two Science 
subjects at A Level and many also expect Maths. 
Chemistry is required by candidates for Medical 
School or Veterinary Science, with Biology and 
Maths also strongly recommended. Any pupil 
opƟng to study a single Science, without the 
support of Maths or another Science, should 
proceed with cauƟon. Pupils are advised to seek 
advice from the Senior Tutor, Head of Sixth 
Form or Careers Department before embarking 
on a mixed combinaƟon of subjects, or if hoping 
to pursue a parƟcular career or degree course. 
 

3.  Is the subject important to my future? 
 

Current Stoics should consult their Cambridge 
OccupaƟonal Analysts (COA) Report and 
Interview record which noted any subject or 
group of subjects required to pursue a future 
career interest. Those who are joining Stowe in 
September 2020 and would like advice on 
choices please contact the Senior Tutor, Sally 
Akam, or the Head of Sixth Form, Paul Floyd. 
 

4. When do I choose? 
 

The starƟng point for Stowe FiŌh Formers is the 
discussion of the tests of ApƟtude and Interest 
(COA) which are taken in the GCSE year. In 
January, Stoics aƩend a briefing on A Level 
choices, followed by an A Level Fair and the 
opportunity to aƩend taster lessons in subjects 
that are new in the Sixth Form. In mid‐March, 
following GCSE trial exams, aspirant Sixth 
Formers are asked to make reasonably firm 
choices. Pupils new to the Sixth Form are 
invited to an A Level Fair in March and are 
asked to confirm their choices shortly aŌer this 
event. We do realise that unexpected results at 
GCSE may prompt some changes in course 
opƟons and it is essenƟal that requests for 
changes are sent to the School prior to the start 
of term. 

Senior Tutor: Sally Akam 
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Choices 



The Tutor’s Role 
 

It is a Tutor’s responsibility to oversee their 
Tutees’ academic and pastoral development 
as a whole so that they fulfil their potenƟal in 
all areas. As part of this process, a Tutor 
provides a vital communicaƟon link between 
Houseparents, teaching staff, parents and 
pupils. Tutees oŌen require support in 
achieving a healthy balance of academic and 
extra‐curricular acƟviƟes including managing 
impending academic deadlines, aƩending 
department clinics and society meeƟngs, and 
co‐ordinaƟng sporƟng commitments, music 
and drama rehearsals.  
 
Although Tutor groups are arranged by 
House, the emphasis is on one‐to‐one 
support and the provision of a personalised 
curriculum for each Tutee, through individual 
Ɵmetabled tutorials. Stoics are assisted in 
seƫng academic targets that will stretch and 
challenge them, and are provided with 
strategies that will help them to work more 
independently, efficiently and effecƟvely, and 
so equip them for higher educaƟon and 
beyond.  
 
It is the Tutor’s role to guide Tutees through 
the UCAS process (or other HE applicaƟon 
systems in the UK or abroad) by encouraging 
research and preparaƟon for degree courses, 
advising Tutees on personal statements, 
proofreading their applicaƟons and providing 
academic references. In addiƟon, Sixth 
Formers are invited to aƩend a range of 
careers seminars and presentaƟons held 
throughout the two years by an exciƟng range 
of academics, university admissions officers, 
and representaƟves of specific career fields 
such as Film and AnimaƟon, Finance, 
Engineering, Law, Journalism, Business 
Management, Medicine and Veterinary 
Science, MarkeƟng, Public RelaƟons etc. 
 
 
 

Monitoring Academic Performance 
 

Twice a term pupils receive Academic 
Progress Grades (APGs) and reports from 
each of their subject teachers which are 
published online for parents, together with a 
Tutor’s or Houseparent’s report. Regular 
assessment grades allow progress to be 
closely monitored and allow potenƟal 
problems to be noted as they arise, paving 
the way for discussions between Tutor/
Teachers and Tutor/Tutee. Individual acƟon 
plans are agreed which provide strategies and 
support for further progress. Plans may 
include the need to aƩend academic clinics; 
assistance with coursework planning and 
management; supervised study periods;  
Head of Year report cards; interim reports; or 
simply providing addiƟonal or temporary help 
to Stoics to balance their academic and extra‐
curricular commitments.  
 
As at all levels of the School, we would like 
parents to feel involved in their son’s or 
daughter’s educaƟon, and in their 
preparaƟon for university and beyond. Please 
feel welcome to discuss any maƩer related to 
your son’s or daughter’s progress directly 
with their Tutor.  
 
The tutorial programme aims to provide 
pupils with the study skills necessary for 
academic success and their personal 
development. These include: 
 

 Learning how to learn; reflecƟon; 
reasoning; resilience, resourcefulness, 
collaboraƟon; criƟquing 

 

 OrganisaƟon skills and file management 
 

 Time and stress management  
 

 Revision techniques 
 

 Exam technique 
 

 Note‐taking and essay wriƟng 
 

 Research skills 
 

 Independent learning 
 
 

Senior Tutor: Sally Akam 
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Tutorial Provision 



Oxbridge University Advisor: Jonathan Murnane 

Every year both Oxford and Cambridge offer 
around 3,000 undergraduate places; in turn they 
will each receive applicaƟons from 20,000 or more 
potenƟal students. The vast majority of applicants 
will be able to boast a stellar exam profile; they 
will be dedicated, moƟvated and hard workers 
who will have spent an inordinate amount of Ɵme 
craŌing and perfecƟng their applicaƟons. This 
presents any would‐be Oxbridge student with a 
parƟcularly tricky challenge: when all your fellow 
applicants are outstanding how can you make 
yourself stand out? Every single successful 
applicaƟon brings something special to the table. 
Yet, while the vast majority of applicants will have 
great exam results, glowing School references and 
predicted final A Level grades of A*s, the 
successful candidate must exhibit something else, 
something special that says not only is Oxford or 
Cambridge right for them but also that they are 
right for Oxford or Cambridge.  
 
QualiƟes of a Successful Applicant 
 

Knowledge Base: Every candidate must be able 
to present a convincing academic case and an 
excepƟonal exam result profile is usually central 
to this. Following the demise of AS exams, Oxford 
and Cambridge are increasingly converging in the 
relaƟve emphasis that each places on exam 
results and pre‐interview admission tests. While 
both universiƟes publicly maintain that they have 
no minimum GCSE requirement, a credible 
candidate from a school such as Stowe would be 
expected to have 8 or more GCSEs at A*/9/8 with 
nothing less than an A/7. Experience suggests that 
anything less than this is unlikely to meet with 
success. A typical Oxbridge offer for humaniƟes 
degrees is AAA‐A*AA, while many scienƟfic and 
maths‐based degrees may require A*A*A; that 
said, in reality both universiƟes are looking for 
A*A*A* candidates. 
 

Personality: EducaƟon and tuiƟon at Oxbridge is 
predicated on a system of tutorials or 
supervisions, i.e. one‐on‐one or one‐on‐two 
sessions whereby the teaching fellows and their 
students maximise the possibiliƟes for learning 
afforded by small group sizes being taught by 
world experts in their field. At interview, Tutors 
will wish to be reassured that the students whom 
they will be teaching for the next few years are of 
a sufficient academic calibre and appropriate 
intellectual and interpersonal match for what can 
be a very intense and intensive style of learning. 
Candidates are therefore expected to be able to 
process informaƟon quickly, to deconstruct and 
evaluate arguments and to build effecƟve 
responses. This demands a voracious appeƟte for 
knowledge and understanding, and is achieved 
through exposure to the broadest possible 
spectrum of the intended degree subject.  

MoƟvaƟon: Many candidates can be 
passionate and enthusiasƟc. However, while 
passion can be misdirected and enthusiasm 
superficial, moƟvaƟon is innate. A successful 
candidate will evince deep‐seated moƟvaƟon 
both in their wriƩen work and interview. The 
simple quesƟon, “Why do you want to study 
this subject?” can lead to some very revealing 
answers, and interviewers are adept at 
idenƟfying candidates whose moƟvaƟon is 
genuine and who have the eloquence and 
confidence to express it. 
 

PotenƟal: If the UCAS form records a 
candidate’s academic past, the Oxbridge 
interview points the way to the future: 
interviewers will want to know how much 
further a candidate could take their learning 
or if they have already reached their academic 
peak. Interviews will test their ability to think 
independently and move an intellectual 
argument forward with nothing else to help 
them other than their own mind. 
 

Oxbridge at Stowe 
 

The Oxbridge Team will support, to the fullest 
of our ability and effort, Stoics who are 
prepared to demonstrate commitment, drive 
and purpose in the whole applicaƟon process 
including draŌing PS and UCAS submissions, 
revising and reading for admissions tests and 
preparing for interview. However, from an 
early stage each candidate has to accept 
responsibility for their own applicaƟon and 
drive the process themselves. We will assist 
rather than replace candidates in their 
applicaƟon: we will not do the job for them 
and we cannot generate momentum or drive 
where it is absent. This is the only way to 
construct a successful applicaƟon, as 
admissions Tutors have an obligaƟon to weed 
out students who will not be able to survive 
when leŌ to their own devices.  
 

The Stowe Oxbridge selecƟon process starts 
aŌer the Michaelmas Half Term when Lower 
Sixth pupils are invited to apply to join the 
Head’s Essay Society. From this list of 
applicants an Oxbridge group is selected on 
the basis of GCSE results, consistently strong 
academic performance, declared Oxbridge 
ambiƟon, evidence of flair and potenƟal, plus 
academic commitment and enthusiasm. 
ProspecƟve candidates will be scruƟnised 
throughout the Lower Sixth, and only at the 
start of the Upper Sixth will the applicant list 
be finalised. Tutors will assist them in their 
UCAS applicaƟons; subject‐specific mentors 
will be allocated to deliver extra study; and 
interview pracƟce will be provided; but the 
Stoics themselves must provide the impetus 
and iniƟaƟve driving their applicaƟon. 
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Oxbridge Applications 



Higher EducaƟon  
 

At Stowe we recognise the value and benefits 
of terƟary educaƟon and acƟvely encourage 
pupils to apply for courses that suit their 
abiliƟes, interests and career ambiƟons. We 
believe that the best applicaƟons are those in 
which the pupils themselves invest the most 
thought, consideraƟon and effort, and 
consequently Stoics are expected to assume 
responsibility of this process themselves. 
While the School offers extensive and expert 
assistance, Stoics take the iniƟaƟve in 
researching courses and desƟnaƟons and are 
expected to prepare their applicaƟons 
diligently and conscienƟously.  
 
During the Lower Sixth, Stoics are strongly 
encouraged to formulate and develop their 
ideas for further educaƟon. Over the Summer 
Term and summer holidays, these ideas 
should evolve into firm preferences for 
parƟcular courses and insƟtuƟons and pupils 
should return for the Upper Sixth with a good 
idea of what they would like to study and 
where they would want to go.  
 
Pupils are guided through the applicaƟon 
process by their Tutors. The Tutor has the 
best overview of a pupil’s academic and 
intellectual capacity and is ideally placed to 
dispense advice drawn from their experience 
and informaƟon from subject teachers and 
other staff members at Stowe.  
 
The internet is the first port of call for 
research and the Stowe Virtual Learning 
Environment has links and Ɵps for negoƟaƟng 
both the applicaƟon process and the vast 
amounts of informaƟon online. Pupils also 
have access to Fast Tomato and Indigo, two 
powerful advisory applicaƟons that are 
introduced at the start of their Stowe journey 
and can guide them through the process of 
selecƟng GCSEs, A Levels, university courses 
and even careers.  
 
Pupils are encouraged to visit universiƟes and 
are allowed two trips in term Ɵme during the 
Lower Sixth. University Open Days are widely 
promoted and Stoics are strongly advised to 
make as much use of these as possible, ideally 
during the holidays. When pupils cannot get 
to the universiƟes, we bring universiƟes to 
the pupils and the School regularly hosts 
external speakers from specific universiƟes, 
university umbrella groups and independent 
advisory groups.  

UniversiƟes in the UK 
 

Most pupils will apply to university through 
the UniversiƟes and Colleges Admissions 
Service (UCAS), a process that starts in the 
Summer Term of the Lower Sixth. The UCAS 
form is the principal means by which 
universiƟes select students and so it is criƟcal 
that applicaƟons are prepared with 
meƟculous care. We expect that most pupils 
will return from the holidays between Lower 
and Upper Sixth with their UCAS applicaƟons 
well underway and with a provisional 
personal statement in place.  
 
While the formal deadline is in January, the 
School encourages pupils to submit their 
applicaƟon before Half Term in the 
Michaelmas Term and expects all to be 
concluded before the second Exeat. There is 
nothing to be gained from dragging the 
process out and anecdotal evidence suggests 
that some universiƟes look kindly on earlier 
applicaƟons. Any university using interviews 
will generally call students towards the end of 
the Michaelmas Term and Stoics will start to 
receive responses from their selected 
insƟtuƟons about the same Ɵme. Any Stoic 
required to aƩend an interview can expect 
personalised assistance from their Tutor and 
the applicaƟons team; the School may also 
make use of external consultants in this field 
from Ɵme to Ɵme but there is more than 
sufficient in‐house experience and experƟse. 
For full details of the applicaƟon process, see 
the UCAS website (www.ucas.com). 
 
Stowe also provides assistance to those 
wishing to apply to non‐UCAS insƟtuƟons and 
courses, such as Art and Drama colleges. 
Tutors and Careers Advisors can give further 
informaƟon. 
 
UniversiƟes Outside the UK 
 

Every year the number of Stoics applying to 
universiƟes abroad increases and the School 
has a wealth of resources to offer here as 
well. Stoics have gone on to study all over the 
world including the Netherlands, Spain, Italy, 
South Africa and New Zealand. The United 
States is a perennial favourite and our 
resident Harvard Fellow, and teacher in 
charge of internaƟonal university 
applicaƟons, is on hand to advise anyone 
making a US applicaƟon; we also offer specific 
preparaƟon for SATs with the help of 
Greene’s Tutorial College, Oxford.  
 
Contact  
 

The Head of Sixth Form directs all maƩers 
related to further educaƟon.  

Head of Sixth Form: Paul Floyd 
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University and College Entrance, UCAS 



Stowe’s Careers EducaƟon and Guidance 
Programme aims to provide increasing contact 
with the world outside throughout a Stoic’s 
Ɵme at School, to help them reach the 
important decisions which affect their future 
in a well‐informed and balanced way. Every 
encouragement is given to discuss the  
various opƟons with the Careers Advisor, 
Houseparents and Tutors. 
 
Careers ExploraƟon 
 

The present programme of invesƟgaƟon and 
research takes pupils through Fast Tomato, a 
careers and higher educaƟon profiling 
programme. This programme helps to provide 
clear guidelines to assist the choice of an 
appropriate higher educaƟon pathway. Fast 
Tomato provides a report that encourages 
personal exploraƟon into appropriate 
university courses and can also be used to 
invesƟgate apprenƟceships. 
 
Careers Events 
 

During the two years spent in the Sixth Form a 
number of events are on offer which have been 
designed to help with career planning. They 
include visits to the Careers Centre, a series of 
seminars on diverse career fields and 
parƟcipaƟon in a full Careers Fair at Stowe.  
 

Careers Experience Courses 
 

Those at Stowe prior to the Sixth Form are 
expected to undertake one week of career 
related work experience in the summer 
holiday between the FiŌh and Sixth Form 
years. This is invaluable in bringing realism to 
thinking about the world of work and is 
increasingly looked upon by employers and 
university admissions as evidence of maturity 
and moƟvaƟon. We encourage the Sixth Form 
to build a porƞolio of work experience and 
the Careers Centre can help with contacts 
using a large database of Old Stoic alumni. 
Currently we use Fast Tomato to log details of 
work experience conducted, and this online 
resource also provides a CV building tool.  
 
Throughout the Sixth Form there will be 
opportuniƟes during the holidays for Stoics to 
aƩend taster courses specifically aimed at 
informing them about parƟcular degree 
courses and careers. These are generally run 
by professional bodies and commercial 
concerns. Stoics are encouraged to make 
effecƟve use of them. 
 
The Careers Centre 
 

This is a room specially set aside for careers 
use. It is well stocked with relevant 
informaƟve material about future jobs and 
higher educaƟon opportuniƟes, making full 
use of access to the internet. The Careers 
Advisor is within the Centre and is available 
for consultaƟon when required. Early and 
regular visits to the Centre are vital. In 
addiƟon there are various computer 
programmes that can be used to determine 
higher educaƟon courses that match the 
individual’s interests and abiliƟes and to look 
more widely at future careers. 
 

 

Careers Advisor: Luciane Guntner-Jones  
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Careers Education and Guidance 
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Lower Sixth Form 
 
Michaelmas Term 
 

Sixth Form inducƟon. 
 

Career related work experience follow‐up. 
 

IntroducƟon to UK and US universiƟes 
applicaƟon systems. 
 

IntroducƟon to Fast Tomato (online higher 
educaƟon research tool). 
 

Career related seminars. 

 

Careers Fair. 
 

UCAS talk for Parents (November Exeat). 
 
Lent Term 
 

Tutors discuss higher educaƟon opƟons with 
pupils. PreparaƟon for UCAS applicaƟons. 
Regular use of university research programs 
and UCAS websites, plus intranet and internet 
faciliƟes. A range of university taster courses 
and work experience opportuniƟes are also 
available. 
 
Summer Term 
 

IntroducƟon to UCAS Apply. 
 

RegistraƟon on UCAS Apply. 
 

First draŌ of UCAS Personal Statement. 
 

AƩend university Open Days. 

Upper Sixth Form 
 
Michaelmas Term 
 

Parents’ MeeƟng with Tutors at the start of 
the first Exeat weekend to discuss higher 
educaƟon plans and academic progress. 
 

Oxbridge, Medicine, DenƟstry and Veterinary 
Medicine UCAS deadline (15 October). 
 

BMAT (Medicine) and Oxford ApƟtude Tests. 
 

OpportuniƟes for HAT (History), LNAT (Law) 
and UKCAT (Medicine) apƟtude tests. 
 

UCAS applicaƟons for all non‐Oxbridge 
applicants. 
 

Gap Year planning and applicaƟons. 
 

PracƟce interviews available for those called 
by universiƟes. 
 

Oxbridge Interviews. 
 
Lent Term 
 
 

Confirm offers (firm and insurance) for UCAS. 
 

Apply for Student Finance. 
 

Tutorial advice on a post A Level results 
strategy. 
 

A Level results advice document provided. 
 

Cambridge STEP examinaƟons. 
 
August 
 

Assistance available from Stowe for issues 
arising following A Level results. 
 
Members of Staff with parƟcular 
responsibility for University ApplicaƟons  
and Careers: 

Paul Floyd ‐ Head of Sixth Form & UCAS 

Dr Gordon West ‐ Deputy Head of Sixth Form  

Luciane Guntner‐Jones ‐ Careers Advisor 

Jon Murnane ‐ Oxbridge Admissions Advisor 

Dr Fitz Smith ‐ Non‐UK University Advisor 

Michael Righton ‐ Gap Year Advisor 

David Frankle, Stowe Harvard Fellow ‐ 
American University Advisor 

Sally Akam ‐ Senior Tutor 

Sixth Form Careers Programme 



Head of Department: Daniel Scott  
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Art 

A qualificaƟon in Art at A Level will allow you 
to study a wide range of specialist degree 
courses from Fine Art and Architecture to 
Computer Graphics, Fashion and TexƟles, 
Theatre Design and Industrial Design. There 
are also a large number of courses available 
that relate to the media industry and Art/
History of Art are oŌen combined, very 
successfully, with other courses. 
 
The context of the A Level course is broad 
and flexible, giving pupils the opportunity to 
explore a wide range of media and 
techniques. Drawing is fundamental to the  
course and we do expect pupils to have 
achieved a high grade at GCSE. If they have 
not completed an Art GCSE course, or 
equivalent, we would expect to see a folder 
of work at interview. 
 
The term ‘contextual awareness’ is oŌen 
used in A Level teaching and this refers to 
developing a knowledge and criƟcal 
understanding of the work of arƟsts and 
designers, both historical and contemporary. 
Pupils are expected to visit art galleries, such 
as the NaƟonal Gallery or Tate Modern, 
during the holidays to supplement organised 
trips in school Ɵme. We also take Art and 
History of Art trips to major cultural art 
centres, such as New York, Venice or Paris 
each year. 
 
All pupils are expected to keep personal 
sketchbooks, sheets and notebooks for the 
exploraƟon and development of their ideas 
and the Watson Art School is always open 
during academic and acƟvity Ɵme. The 
Watson Art School has links with the Design 
Department and with the Theatre and Drama 
Department, both for Set Design and Theatre 
Studies A Level. 
 
In terms of entry to further educaƟon, an 
OCR A Level is accepted by most university 
courses, as well as by all Art FoundaƟon 
courses, which will normally provide the best 
route to developing your chosen path within 
art and design. Career guidance forms a 
significant part of our work with our Upper 
Sixth pupils each year, and we give focused 
help with porƞolio preparaƟon and Art 
School interviews. Each term, the Watson Art 
School levies a charge to cover the use of 
specialist materials, canvases etc. 
 
 
 

The OCR Art A Level specificaƟon requires 
pupils to follow a lively and experimental 
skills based course in the Michaelmas Term. 
As the year progresses, pupils will have more 
Ɵme for the personal development of ideas 
but they will also conƟnue to learn new 
techniques and processes throughout the 
year. There will be Ɵme dedicated to 
contextual themes, which will help to prepare 
our pupils for their Personal InvesƟgaƟon 
essay in the Upper Sixth year. With a linear 
specificaƟon we have more Ɵme to extend 
individual projects and create more ambiƟous 
work than was possible before. We will have 
Ɵme to spend longer on larger or more 
detailed drawings, painƟngs, prints or 
sculpture and use more involved techniques 
to produce outcome pieces. Although all 
pupils’ work will be marked internally and 
regular feedback will be given, there will be 
no formal assessment by OCR in the Lower 
Sixth year. 
 
In the Upper Sixth, pupils will work on their 
‘Personal InvesƟgaƟon’ which is the assessed 
coursework unit. The essay on a related 
contextual theme is included in this project 
and is given a separate mark for the first Ɵme 
under the new specificaƟon. The Personal 
InvesƟgaƟon will make up 60% of the total  
A Level, the other 40% will be awarded for 
the exam or ‘externally set task’ unit. This  
will follow the same structure as the old  
A Level, with an ‘early release’ examinaƟon 
paper at the beginning of the Lent Term.  
The Controlled Assessment of fiŌeen hours 
duraƟon will take place aŌer the Easter 
holidays. 
 
All Sixth Form pupils study life drawing 
throughout their course in order to make sure 
their observaƟonal drawing skills remain 
sharp and their output remains fresh. 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
Art 6  



Biology is not only the window into the 
fascinaƟng world of living things, it is also the 
door to a lifelong interest in subjects which are 
vital to solve the problems spawned by the 20th 
Century.  
 
Advances in biological research have influenced 
both the content of and opportuniƟes provided 
by modern A Level Biology courses. Biology is no 
longer a subject founded purely on the ability to 
recall vast quanƟƟes of factual material. These 
advances have made Biology an interesƟng and 
valuable subject to study to A Level. The pracƟcal 
approach to the subject is both sƟmulaƟng and 
rewarding and reflects the modern trends in 
biological sciences.  
 
The faciliƟes and technical support in the Science 
Department are excellent and the grounds of 
Stowe provide a handy resource for the study of 
biological ecosystems. Extensive use is made of 
modern equipment, much of it linked to 
computer technology. You will study in a caring 
atmosphere in which individual skills are 
nurtured.  
 
Through the Biomedical Society, pupils will be 
able to meet and work with leading biologists 
from across the broad spectrum of the subject. 
 
A Level pupils in Biology will aƩend a four day 
field course, usually at a coastal university or 
Field Studies Council field staƟon. A third of the 
cost of this course is borne by the School but 
parents are expected to contribute the 
remaining two‐thirds (£200 currently).  
 
The Department has undertaken biological 
expediƟons to South Africa, Honduras, 
Mozambique, Indonesia and Namibia.  
 
Choosing Biology  
 

A grade 7 or higher in Biology GCSE is required to 
embark upon the A Level course. It is possible to 
combine a number of subjects with Biology, 
though experience shows that the best results 
are achieved when Biology is studied alongside 
another Science or Maths. The column system 
Stowe offers allows a wide variety of subject 
combinaƟons which include Biology.  
 
AQA Biology A Level (7402) 
 

The A Level Biology specificaƟon is divided into 8 
areas of core content which is subdivided into 
key teaching topics. Biology A Level is a linear 
course spanning over the two years of study.  
The specificaƟon is assessed over three, 2 hour 
papers, which include a mixture of short, long 

and structured quesƟons including pracƟcal 
techniques along with one essay quesƟon from a 
choice of two Ɵtles. A Level grades will be based 
only on marks from wriƩen examinaƟons. 
 
PracƟcal Assessment 
 

At A Level, pupils will be internally assessed based 
on direct observaƟon of their competency on a wide 
range of pracƟcal skills. The PracƟcal Endorsement 
involves carrying out 12 required pracƟcals to 
ensure pupils have experienced the use of a variety 
of apparatus and techniques. WriƩen papers will 
assess pupils’ understanding and knowledge of 
these, and the skills exemplified within each 
pracƟcal. These quesƟons will count for at least 15% 
of the overall marks for the A Level qualificaƟon. 
 
Year One  
 

A variety of areas touched upon at Biology GCSE are 
developed further. The course content is split into 
modules covering core content:  
 

 Biological Molecules  

 Cells  

 Organisms Exchange Substances with their 
Environment 

 GeneƟc InformaƟon, VariaƟon and RelaƟonships 
Between Organisms 

 
Year Two  
 

 Energy Transfers In and Between Organisms 

 Organisms Respond to Changes in their Internal 
and External Environments 

 GeneƟcs, PopulaƟons, EvoluƟon and Ecosystems 

 The Control of Gene Expression 
 
Careers  
 

It is recognised that the choice of a suitable career is 
of vital importance to all pupils. The Department, 
through its Tutors, offers specialist advice should 
you wish to pursue a career with a biological 
content. In recent years, many pupils have gained 
entry to medical schools and several have studied 
Biological Sciences at Oxford.  
 
In addiƟon to the well established careers in 
Medicine, Veterinary Science, DenƟstry, Physiology, 
Ecology, Pharmacology, Immunology, and 
Biochemistry, new career opportuniƟes have arisen 
in the fields of Environmental Science, Molecular 
Biology, Microbiology, GeneƟc Engineering, and 
Biotechnology. UniversiƟes offering degree courses 
in these subjects frequently state that a study of  
A Level Biology is advantageous and, in some cases, 
essenƟal. 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level:  
Biology 7 or Dual Award Science 7‐7  

Head of Department: Louise Carter  
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Biology 



Head of Department: Anthony Ashfield 
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Business 

Business aims to give pupils a broad 
understanding of how businesses funcƟon 
effecƟvely. The standard funcƟonal divisions 
within a firm, such as finance, markeƟng, 
producƟon and personnel, are studied in 
their own right. It is also seen how these 
funcƟons inter‐relate with each other and 
how the business as a whole is affected by 
the external environment. Thus Business 
examines how managers can set up 
structures and mobilise the labour talent 
and financial resources they have at their 
disposal, to achieve the organisaƟonal goal 
of producing desirable products and 
services. 
 
Studying Business at A Level does not 
guarantee that one will become a future 
Richard Branson, but a wide variety of 
subjects will be covered which can be 
applied to virtually any work experience 
that you have in future life. 
 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Theme 1: MarkeƟng and People 
 

Pupils will develop an understanding of: 
 

 MeeƟng customer needs 
 

 The market 
 

 MarkeƟng mix and strategy 
 

 Managing people 
 

 Entrepreneurs and leaders 
 

Theme 2: Managing Business AcƟviƟes 
 

Pupils will develop an understanding of: 
 

 Raising finance 
 

 Financial planning 
 

 Managing finance 
 

 Resource management 
 

 External influences 
 

Theme 3: Business Decisions and Strategy 
 

Pupils will develop an understanding of: 
 

 Business objecƟves and strategy 
 

 Business growth 
 

 Decision‐making techniques 
 

 Influences on business decisions 
 

 Assessing compeƟƟveness 
 

 Managing change 
 

 Expansion 
 

Theme 4: Global Business 
 

Pupils will develop an understanding of: 
 

 GlobalisaƟon 
 

 Global markets and business expansion 
 

 Global markeƟng 
 

 MulƟnaƟonals  
 
Paper 1: MarkeƟng, People and Global  

Businesses 
 

Paper 2: Business AcƟviƟes, Decisions and 
Strategy 

 

Paper 3: InvesƟgaƟng Business in a  
CompeƟƟve Environment 

 
CombinaƟons 
 

Business is normally studied in combinaƟon 
with other arts and social science subjects, 
such as English, PoliƟcs, Geography, History 
of Art, Religious Studies, or a language. It 
would also be a sensible subject choice for 
pupils who consider themselves scienƟsts, 
as most scienƟsts do end up in business as 
managers. Business can be taken alongside 
Economics, as long as a Business orientated 
degree is the final goal. 
 
Skills Needed and Requirements 
 

The finance and accounƟng parts of the 
course have a very significant amount of 
numeracy within them, so it is expected that 
pupils who start the course will have at least 
a grade 5 in GCSE MathemaƟcs. You must 
be confident with your ability to read and 
manipulate sizeable amounts of numerical 
data. 
 
A good Business pupil is able to apply 
theories of management to a parƟcular 
situaƟon. The more subtle one’s grasp of 
the situaƟon and the more one has a feel 
for potenƟal opportuniƟes and threats, the 
beƩer.  
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
English 5, MathemaƟcs 5 
 
Although our minimum entry grades above 
are a 5, you should be mindful that many 
Russell Group UniversiƟes now require a 6 
in these subjects for entry on all types of 
Business degrees. 



The BTEC Level 3 NaƟonal Extended 
CerƟficate in Business is a qualificaƟon 
made up of three mandatory units 
(Exploring Business, Developing a MarkeƟng 
Campaign, and Personal and Business 
Finance) and one opƟonal unit (Recruitment 
and SelecƟon Process). 
 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Unit 1: Exploring Business 
 

Unit 1 is internally assessed and subject to 
external standards verificaƟon. 
 

Pupils will develop an understanding of: 
 

 The features of businesses, stakeholders 
and communicaƟon 

 

 Business organizaƟon and objecƟves 
 

 The external environment 
 

 The different types of market 
 

 InnovaƟon and enterprise 
 

Unit 2: Developing a MarkeƟng Campaign 
 

Unit 2 is assessed by a task set and marked 
by Edexcel and completed under supervised 
condiƟons. 
 

Pupils will develop an understanding of: 
 

 The principles and purposes of 
markeƟng 

 

 The raƟonale behind a markeƟng 
campaign 

 

 How a markeƟng campaign is planned 
 

Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance 
 

Unit 3 is assessed by a 2 hour wriƩen test 
with pupils working under exam condiƟons 
with formal invigilaƟon. 
 

Pupils will develop an understanding of: 
 

 Money, payment systems and personal 
finance 

 

 The financial sector 
 

 AccounƟng 
 

 Sources of finance 
 

 Cash flow forecasts and break‐even 
 

 Financial statements and raƟos 
 

Unit 4: Recruitment and SelecƟon Process 
 

Unit 4 is internally assessed and subject to 
external standards verificaƟon. 
 

Pupils will develop an understanding of: 
 

 EffecƟve recruitment and selecƟon 

 

Pupils will undertake: 
 

 A recruitment acƟvity 
 

Pupils will reflect upon: 
 

 The recruitment and selecƟon process and 
their individual performance in the 
recruitment acƟvity 

 
CombinaƟons 
 

The BTEC Level 3 NaƟonal Extended CerƟficate 
in Business can be studied alongside other 
Level 3 qualificaƟons such as A Levels or other 
BTEC NaƟonals as part of a larger programme 
of study. They are all designed for Post‐16 
Level 3 study for those wishing to go on to 
further or higher level study of the sector or 
directly into employment. The qualificaƟon 
aƩracts the same UCAS points tariff as A Level 
and is widely recognised by universiƟes 
(including the Russell Group) and employers.  
 
Skills Needed and Requirements 
 

The finance and markeƟng units of the course 
have numeracy within them, where pupils will 
need to be able to manipulate and interpret 
data; so it is expected that pupils who start 
the course will have at least a grade 4 in GCSE 
MathemaƟcs.  
 
Extended wriƟng is part of the assessment 
criteria for all parts of the course; so it is 
expected that pupils who start the course will 
also have a grade 4 in GCSE English Language. 
 
The BTEC Level 3 NaƟonal Extended CerƟficate 
in Business is a suitable study route for all 
pupils who have a genuine interest in learning 
about the business sector. 

Head of Department: Anthony Ashfield 
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Business BTEC 



Head of Department: Dr Alexandra Waine  
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Chemistry 

Chemistry is about the ‘stuff’ around us ‐ how 
atoms and molecules interact and react in our 
brains, in car engines, in the kitchen and in 
the skies ‐ and as such it occupies a central 
posiƟon between the physical sciences on the 
one hand and the biological sciences on the 
other. 
 
An A Level Chemistry qualificaƟon is aƩracƟve 
to many university admissions tutors as it tells 
them you can analyse and present data, 
absorb factual material, handle numerical 
problems, understand and explain 
complicated concepts, and that you have 
pracƟcal skills gained from laboratory work ‐ 
that you are in fact a good all‐rounder! 
 
Although the varied nature of the subject can 
make Chemistry a challenging A Level for 
some, pupils’ effort and ability is rewarded as 
university prospects for those applying to 
Chemistry or Chemistry‐related degree 
courses are excellent, even in the current, 
austere climate. Stowe Chemists regularly, 
indeed usually, win places at top Russell 
Group UniversiƟes, most oŌen Oxford, 
Bristol, Durham, Imperial, UCL, and 
Cambridge.  
 
Chemistry remains an important pre‐requisite 
for direct entry into courses such as Medicine, 
Veterinary Science, and DenƟstry, as well as 
most courses in Biochemistry, Chemical 
Engineering, and Food Science. Many 
universiƟes now offer courses combining 
Chemistry with a wide variety of non‐science 
opƟons, such as Management, Business, Law 
or Economics, as well as a year abroad or a 
year in industry. 
 
Choosing Chemistry 
 

Whether Chemistry is taken as part of specific 
higher educaƟon plans or as a more general 
interest subject, you should expect to work 
hard, have mathemaƟcal skills and enjoy 
problem solving. A good grade at Chemistry 
GCSE, as well as in Maths, would normally be 
expected for entry to the course. Pupils who 
have studied Dual Award Science, as opposed 
to the full Chemistry GCSE, should contact the 
Head of Department for details of topics 
relevant to A Level that they may have 
missed. 
 

The Chemistry Department  
  

The Chemistry Department at Stowe is lively, 
friendly and very successful. The Department 
makes good use of StoweNet ‐ the School’s 
Virtual Learning Environment, and its great 
strength in teaching lies in the effecƟve 
combinaƟon of modern and tradiƟonal 
teaching methods. 
 
The Department occupies the top floor of the 
well‐equipped Worsley Science Centre. There 
are six teaching laboratories, each with its 
own adjacent lecture room equipped with a 
large demonstraƟon bench and fume 
cupboard. The Department is extremely well 
served with technical help from a full Ɵme 
Technician and two Laboratory Assistants.  
 
The Course 
 

The Department follows the linear OCR  
A Level in Chemistry A (H432) which comprises 
of six modules: 
 

Module 1: Development of PracƟcal Skills  
 

Module 2: FoundaƟons in Chemistry 
 

Module 3: Periodic Table and Energy 
 

Module 4: Core Organic Chemistry 
 

Module 5: Physical Chemistry and TransiƟon  
Elements 

 

Module 6:  Organic Chemistry and Analysis 
 

The course has its own textbook which defines 
the course content and this is supported 
within the Department by a Chemistry library 
from which pupils can borrow freely.  
 
ExaminaƟons 
 

There are 3 examinaƟons, all of which are 
taken at the end of the Upper Sixth year. 
 

Paper 1: Content from modules 1, 2, 3 and 5. 
2 hours and 15 minutes. WeighƟng = 37% 
 

Paper 2: Content from modules 1, 2, 4 and 6. 
2 hours and 15 minutes. WeighƟng = 37%  
 

Paper 3: SynopƟc covering all modules. 
1 hour and 30 minutes. WeighƟng = 26%  
 
PracƟcal Assessment 
 

Coursework no longer contributes to the 
overall final grade. Instead it leads to a 
separate ‘PracƟcal Endorsement’. This 
comprises of 12 exam board defined 
experiments. Knowledge and understanding  
of these experiments can also be tested in the 
wriƩen examinaƟons. 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
Either Chemistry 7, or Dual Award 7‐7,  
as well as MathemaƟcs 7 



LaƟn and Classical Greek 
 

To the surprise of some non‐classicists, LaƟn 
and Greek at A Level and degree level have not 
only retained their popularity amazingly well, 
but classical scholarship across the world has 
never been more vigorous and exciƟng. From 
computer analysis to satellite photography, 
classical scholars have been revoluƟonising our 
study of the twin foundaƟons of our European 
civilisaƟon. At its heart, of course, remains the 
linguisƟc knowledge necessary to read Greek 
and LaƟn texts in the original, with all the 
literary and intellectual skills that this develops. 
 
A Level 
 

The A Level examinaƟons are also adapƟng to 
the new ways of studying the languages; for 
example, prose composiƟon from English into 
LaƟn or Greek is now opƟonal. Nevertheless, 
notwithstanding the minimum grades stated 
below, A Level LaƟn and Greek will appeal 
primarily to those who have gained an A* at 
WJEC Level 2 LaƟn or a grade 8 at GCSE Greek 
and enjoy a rewarding challenge. 
 
The Four Components 
 

The A Level specificaƟon (LaƟn: OCR H443; 
Classical Greek: OCR H444) comprises four 
components, two linguisƟc and two literary: 
 
01: Unseen TranslaƟon 
 

This component is a language paper worth 33% 
of the total A Level. Candidates are tested with 
an unseen translaƟon into English of narraƟve 
prose drawn from the historians Livy and 
Xenophon (for LaƟn and Greek respecƟvely). 
There is also a passage of verse for translaƟon 
and scansion: the LaƟn verse unseen will be 
taken from the poet Ovid, and the Greek verse 
unseen from the tragic playwright Euripides. 
 
02: Prose ComposiƟon or Comprehension 
 

This component is worth 17%. The first opƟon 
is to translate a passage from English into LaƟn 
or Greek. The alternaƟve is to answer 
comprehension and grammar quesƟons, 
together with some translaƟon, from a prose 
passage. In LaƟn this will be taken from any 
author who does not feature on the list of set 
texts for the literature papers, and in Greek 
from one of the many writers of rhetoric. 
 
03: Prose Literature 
This component is worth 25%. Candidates will 
read two or three selecƟons from original 
classical texts, including elements in English 
translaƟon. For LaƟn this could be a powerful 
speech by Cicero, part of Tacitus’ fascinaƟng 

narraƟve of the struggle for the imperial 
throne or sƟrring baƩles on the fronƟer of the 
empire in his Histories and Annals. In Greek 
you can read Thucydides’ account of the 
heroic events at Pylos in 425 BC, parts of 
Plato’s Apology with Socrates or excerpts from 
Xenophon’s tales of adventure. 
 
04: Verse Literature 
 

This component is also worth 25%. Candidates 
will read two or three selecƟons from original 
classical texts, including elements in English 
translaƟon. For LaƟn we may look at Virgil’s 
wonderful epic, the Aeneid, some very 
modern love poetry by ProperƟus and Tibullus 
or delve into the mythological world of Ovid. 
In Greek we may read Homer’s famous 
account of Odysseus’ travels or Sophocles’ 
dramaƟc tragedy of AnƟgone’s impossible 
choice between loyalty to her dead brother or 
to the State, together with some very rude 
comedy by Aristophanes to lighten the tone. 
 
Subject CombinaƟons 
 

LaƟn makes an excellent combinaƟon with 
almost any other A Level. TradiƟonally English, 
French, History and MathemaƟcs are common 
co‐choices, but anything from Art to Physics 
and Chemistry can also be a successful 
combinaƟon. Greek A Level is usually available 
by special arrangement in any of the four 
columns and should thus be able to be taken 
with any other subject. 
 
The Classical Society  
 

We seek to maintain a regular programme of 
visiƟng speakers in the Classical Society as well 
as trips to plays and exhibiƟons. 
 
University and Careers 
 

Both Oxford and Cambridge offer some of the 
largest and most varied classics degree 
courses in the world. Many other universiƟes 
in the UK and elsewhere provide a similarly 
wide range of excellent classical courses. In 
addiƟon, LaƟn and Greek also form an obvious 
basis from which to start a degree in, for 
example, Law, Philosophy or Theology. 
 
There is no doubt that a Classics degree is sƟll 
regarded very highly by employers. Classicists 
tend to enter as broad a spectrum of careers 
as any other arts graduates, ranging from 
Accountancy, Business, Law, the Armed 
Forces, Government Departments and the 
Media to professional Sport or Music. 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
WJEC Level 2 LaƟn A or Greek 7 

Head of Department: Jonathan Murnane 
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AQA A Level Computer Science 7517 
 
Entry Requirements: 
 

GCSE Computer Science grade 7 or GCSE 
Maths grade 7, or equivalent. Individual cases 
with a different profile will be considered,  
with an addiƟonal requirement of a video or 
one‐to‐one interview.  
 
Pupils opt to study A Level Computer Science 
for different reasons: 
 

 Most want the opƟon to study Computer 
Science itself at university. The AQA  
A Level gives you a very good grounding in 
the subject, and also some insight into 
what computer science really is ‐ and 
whether it will be a subject you will enjoy 

 

 Some plan to study Physics, Chemistry, or 
Biology at university, and have heard that 
many such degrees now involve wriƟng 
programs. To have learned programming 
to A Level standard provides a good 
synergy with Science  

 

 Some enjoy programming as a hobby and 
would like the opportunity to learn more 
advanced skills, like object oriented 
programming 

 
Programming is a big part of this course. At 
GCSE we teach the popular Python language, 
but at A Level we switch to the C# language, 
using professional soŌware development 
tools, frameworks, and techniques. C# is less 
forgiving than Python but, so far, all of our 
pupils have reported that, very quickly, they 
have appreciated the advantages of C# and 
really enjoy using it. 
 
IniƟally we conƟnue with the ‘Procedural’ style 
of programming with which pupils who 
studied GCSE CompuƟng will be familiar, but 
by the second term we learn a whole new 
programming ‘paradigm’ ‐ object‐oriented 
programming. In the Upper Sixth we learn a 
third programming paradigm: funcƟonal 
programming, using both C# and the ‘pure’ 
funcƟonal programming language Haskell. 
 
 

A Level Computer Science is about much more 
than just programming: we also learn about 
hardware, networks, low‐level logic and high‐
level design, data structures and algorithms. 
We study the intellectual foundaƟons of 
computer science, using simple theoreƟcal 
computers such as Finite State Automata, 
Regular Languages, and Turing Machines 
(named aŌer one of the first, and greatest, 
Computer ScienƟsts, Alan Turing). 
 
We are oŌen asked, “Do you need to study  
A Level MathemaƟcs to do Computer 
Science?”. The answer is no, unless you plan 
to study Computer Science at degree level, in 
which case you definitely would need A Level 
Maths. The Computer Science A Level does 
not require you to know any of the A Level 
Maths syllabus, although most pupils who 
enjoy programming are good at Maths and we 
would expect a strong grade for GCSE Maths. 
 
AQA A Level Computer Science involves two 
final year exams of 2 hours and 30 minutes, 
each comprising 40% of the final grade. The 
other 20% of the final grade comes from an 
extended compuƟng project ‐ typically 
developing a substanƟal applicaƟon over the 
course of nearly a year. Many pupils find the 
project one of the most enjoyable parts of the 
course. There is a lot of work involved and 
pupils are expected to work on their projects 
over the summer holidays between Lower and 
Upper Sixth. Previous and current projects 
include; an occupancy warning system for 
Biffa waste bins; digiƟsing board games like 
Draughts & Backgammon; simulaƟon to show 
out of a Hadron Collider and elements of 
GeneƟc Counselling; a golf events/scoring 
system; an accounƟng system and a system 
for the School Shop at Stowe. Most pupils 
come up with the idea for the project 
themselves, though teaching staff will make 
suggesƟons if required. 
 
“Those who can imagine anything, can create 
the impossible.”  
                Alan Turing 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
Computer Science 7. Those with a 
MathemaƟcs 7 will also be considered. 
 
 

Head of Department: Aditya Gupta 

C
om

pu
te

r 
Sc

ie
nc

e 

17 

Computer Science 



Complex problem solving.  
CriƟcal thinking.  
CreaƟvity.  
People management.  
Co‐ordinaƟng with others.  
EmoƟonal intelligence. 
Judgement and decision making. 
Service orientaƟon. 
NegoƟaƟon.  
CogniƟve flexibility. 
 

World Economic Forum list of  
skills needed to thrive in 2020. 

 
The BTEC in CreaƟve Digital Media ProducƟon 
builds the skills listed above to help learners 
prepare for life beyond school. Combining the 
knowledge and skills from media theory with 
a pracƟcal approach, pupils build knowledge 
and apply it in a range of situaƟons. 
Assessment is spread through the two years 
with a combinaƟon of internally and 
externally assessed units. 
 
Choosing CreaƟve Digital Media ProducƟon 
 

This course will suit learners who like to work 
collaboraƟvely, enjoy the applicaƟon of 
theory, are interested in the media and are 
willing to produce industry standard media 
artefacts. Learners will thrive on this course if 
they are prepared to work on creaƟng 
porƞolios, respond to briefs with originality, 
perform high quality primary and secondary 
research, plan efficiently, sƟck to deadlines 
and analyse exisƟng media with insight. The 
structure of the course suits candidates who 
prefer to be assessed regularly rather than sit 
big terminal exams. 
 
The subject is wholly relevant to the 
contemporary world. The ubiquity of mobile 
phones and 4G or 5G allows modern users 
access to media products 24 hours a day. 
Modern consumers need to be media savvy 
criƟcal thinkers and accomplished media 
producers. This course helps learners criƟque 
the media, think criƟcally about it, be curious 
and healthily scepƟcal in their consumpƟon 
and skilful in their media creaƟon.  
 

Many leading universiƟes provide 
undergraduate and/or postgraduate courses 
in Media Studies, in addiƟon apprenƟceships 
at insƟtuƟons such as the BBC or Sky are 
equally exciƟng opportuniƟes. Pupils studying 
Media go on to a wide range of universiƟes 
and other insƟtuƟons. The course sits well 
alongside courses such as Art, Design, 
Engineering, Film Studies, Literature, PoliƟcs, 
History and many more. 
 
Pupils taking CreaƟve Digital Media 
ProducƟon go on to a very wide range of 
careers. Every business today has someone to 
think about their communicaƟons and every 
business has a media presence. 
 
The Course 
 

Pupils follow a modular course across two 
years and will be entered for the BTEC in 
CreaƟve Digital Media ProducƟon. 
 
Pupils study 4 units: 
 
Unit 1: RepresentaƟon in the Media  
Externally assessed at the end of the Lower 
Sixth 
 
Unit 8: Responding to a Commission  
Externally assessed in the Upper Sixth 
 
Unit 4: PreproducƟon Porƞolio  
Started in the Lower Sixth 
 
Final Unit (follows from Unit 4) 
Learners create an artefact from a choice of: 
Moving Image, Audio ProducƟon or Digital 
Game 
 

Head of Department: Emma Ackroyd 
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The Design Department at Stowe will be 
offering the Pearson Edexcel Level 3 
Advanced GCE SpecificaƟon (2017). 
 
Design and Technology 
(Product Design) (9DT0) 
 
Thinking about design can be daunƟng, but 
not thinking about it can be disastrous and 
will have a detrimental effect on society as 
everything we use now, or will be using in the 
future, will have to be designed.  
 
As Charles Eames said, “design is a plan for 
arranging elements in such a way as best to 
accomplish a parƟcular purpose”. Design 
pupils will be taught how to do this by being 
creaƟve, experimental and to take risks and 
have fun, in order to develop skills that will 
allow them to solve the design problems they 
will tackle. 
 
Design and manufacture is a truly creaƟve 
and intellectually challenging acƟvity. It is 
enƟrely compaƟble with high levels of 
numeracy and literacy. The design process 
itself draws on areas such as Maths, Science, 
Technology, CommunicaƟon and Art; 
developing divergent and creaƟve abiliƟes is a 
basic funcƟon of educaƟon. One of our main 
aims is to inspire and empower our future 
Designers and Engineers, and excite passion 
in our teaching so that they can develop 
products they love with sensiƟvity to an  
ever‐changing world market and clientele.  
 
We welcome pupils who have a background 
via GCSE (or other recognised qualificaƟons) 
in any design‐related discipline, and we are 
also willing to consider pupils who have not 
studied the subject before but show a passion 
for design in any area (this is done through a 
porƞolio and interview). It should be noted 
that the courses are quite demanding of your 
Ɵme but very rewarding as the outcomes are 
sƟll unknown. 
 
This subject is very useful for a career in any 
sphere of product or industrial design also 
engineering, graphics, fashion, theatre or 
television. It is also a good supporƟng A Level 
for degree courses in any of the pure or 
applied sciences and architecture.  
 
The Pearson Edexcel Product Design syllabus 
we offer is structured as follows. 
 

Component 1: 
Principles of Design and Technology 
50% of the total A Level  
 

Pupils will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of a range of modern design and 
manufacturing pracƟces and contemporary 
design issues. The modern designer must have 
a good working knowledge of the use of ICT 
and systems and control technology in the 
design and manufacture of products. They 
must also be aware of the important 
contribuƟons of designers from the past which 
may provide inspiraƟon for future design. 
 
Content Overview  
 

Topic 1:  Overview of a Range of Materials  
 

Topic 2:  Performance of Materials  
 

Topic 3:  Processes and Techniques  
 

Topic 4:  Digital Technologies  
 

Topic 5:  Development of Products  
 

Topic 6:  Technological Developments  
 

Topic 7:  Hazards and Risk Assessment  
 

Topic 8:  Manufacturing Industries  
 

Topic 9:  Designing a Cleaner Environment  
 

Topic 10:  Current LegislaƟon  
 

Topic 11:  InformaƟon Handling  
 

Topic 12:  Further Processes and Techniques  
 
Component 2:  
Independent Design and Make Project 
50% of the total A Level  
 

Pupils are given the opportunity to apply the 
skills they have acquired and developed 
throughout this course of study to research, 
design and make a commercially viable 
products that will be fully evaluated. 
 
Pupils will be able to develop a knowledge and 
understanding of a wide range of materials and 
processes used in the fields of design, so they 
can develop a greater understanding of how 
products can be designed and manufactured. 
Pupils will also learn about industrial and 
commercial pracƟces, the importance of 
quality checks and the health and safety issues 
that have to be considered at all Ɵmes. 
 
A porƞolio of work will be produced that will 
have four parts: 
 

Part 1:  IdenƟfying OpportuniƟes for Design  
 

Part 2:  Designing a Prototype 
 

Part 3:  Making a Prototype  
 

Part 4:  TesƟng and EvaluaƟng Own Design 
and Prototype 

 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
Design 6, or other design related discipline 6 

Head of Department: Martin Quinn  

D
es

ig
n 

19 

Design 



A Level Drama and Theatre Studies offers 
pupils the opportunity to study drama as an 
academic subject. Pupils learn to become 
young pracƟƟoners of this pracƟcal art form, 
in which ideas and meaning are 
communicated to an audience through 
choices of form, style and convenƟon. The 
course comprises close study of a wide range 
of texts that have been selected to represent 
significant drama through the ages and plays 
that have been selected to represent 20th 
and 21st Century drama. The AQA course 
promotes balance between theory and 
pracƟce, as pupils are encouraged to apply 
their theoreƟcal understanding to become 
imaginaƟve and independent theatre makers.  
 
AQA A Level Drama and Theatre Studies is a 
creaƟve, experimental subject with ample 
opportunity to explore and develop work in a 
wide range of theatre styles and techniques. 
The course also requires high level essay 
wriƟng and analyƟcal skills. Performance is 
fundamental to the A Level course and a 
grade 6 or above at GCSE Drama is an 
excellent preparaƟon. Pupils who have not 
completed a Drama GCSE course, or 
equivalent, are expected to discuss suitability 
at interview. 
 
Pupils enjoy regular trips to see seminal plays, 
new wriƟng and to aƩend theatre 
conferences gaining an insight into all aspects 
of theatre producƟon, wriƟng, direcƟng, 
acƟng and design. Pupils are also expected to 
visit theatres during school holidays such as 
The NaƟonal Theatre, The Royal Court and 
The Old Vic to develop contextual awareness 
through experiencing a range of historical and 
contemporary theatre. 
 
A qualificaƟon in Drama and Theatre Studies 
at A Level will facilitate the study of specialist 
degree courses including Law, English, English 
and Drama, PlaywriƟng, Theatre Design, 
Technical Theatre, ProducƟon Management, 
Theatre Arts, as well as Drama and Theatre 
Studies. In addiƟon, the A Level is an excellent 
foundaƟon for Drama School where pupils 
may follow courses in AcƟng, DirecƟng, 
Theatre Design, ProducƟon and Technical 
Theatre. 

The AQA accredited course we offer is 
structured as follows: 
 
Component 1: Drama and Theatre 
40% of the total A Level 
 

What is Assessed: 
 

 Knowledge and understanding of drama 
and theatre 

 

 Study of two set plays 
 

 Analysis and evaluaƟon of live theatre 
makers 

 

How it is Assessed: 
 

 WriƩen exam: 3 hours 
 

 Open book 
 
Component 2: CreaƟng Original Drama 
(pracƟcal) 
30% of the total A Level 
 

What is Assessed: 
 

 Process of creaƟng devised drama 
 

 Performance of devised drama (pupils 
may contribute as Performer, Designer or 
Director) 

 

Devised pieces must be influenced by the 
work and methodologies of one prescribed 
pracƟƟoner. 
 

How it is Assessed: 
 

 Working notebook 
 

 Devised performance 
 
Component 3: Making Theatre (pracƟcal) 
30% of the total A Level 
 

What is Assessed: 
 

 PracƟcal exploraƟon and interpretaƟon of 
three extracts each taken from a different 
play 

 

 Methodology of a prescribed pracƟƟoner 
must be applied to extract 3 

 

 Extract 3 is performed as a final assessed 
piece (pupils may contribute as 
performer, designer or director) 

 

 ReflecƟve report analysing and evaluaƟng 
theatrical interpretaƟon of all three 
extracts 
 

How it is Assessed: 
 

 Performance of extract 3 
 

 ReflecƟve report 
 

 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
Drama 6, or other drama related discipline 6 
 
 

Director of Drama: Rebecca Clark  
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Social Science subjects are extremely popular 
at Stowe. More students study the Social 
Sciences at university than any other group of 
subjects and employers recognise the useful 
work skills they develop. 
 
Economics (AQA) 
 

Economics tries to identify how firms and 
whole economies should operate if they are 
to maximise output, profits and welfare. 
Theoretical models are used to simplify the 
real world in order to gain a better 
understanding of key issues. For a thoughtful 
pupil, Economics provides an invaluable tool 
for analysing a wide variety of problems faced 
by governments. 
 
Lower Sixth 
 
Individuals, Firms, Markets and Market 
Failure 
 

Basic tools of economics are introduced, 
together with insights about how firms 
behave in various competitive situations. The 
Government’s impact on the economy is 
considered. Reasons why Governments 
should and should not intervene in the 
economy are analysed. Many topical issues 
such as the minimum wage, welfare state and 
pollution are discussed. 
 
The National and International Economy 
 

Macro‐economic issues are considered such 
as inflation, unemployment and trade. 
Government policies which affect interest 
rates, taxation and trade, etc. are analysed 
and their drawbacks assessed. This module 
gives pupils a working knowledge of recent 
trends and developments in the economy.  
A brief introduction to the workings of 
financial markets will be given. 
 
Upper Sixth 
 
Individuals, Firms, Markets and Market 
Failure II 
 

More detailed micro‐economic models are 
studied including perfect competition, 
monopoly and oligopoly. Pupils will analyse 
how decisions are made by firms in these 
market structures and the limitations of the 
models in the real world. This module also 
studies the labour market and the factors 
which influence relative wage rates and the 
distribution of income and wealth. 
 

The National and International Economy II 
 

Developments in the UK will be seen in the 
context of the globalisation of the world 
economy and membership of the European 
Union. Assessment of the effectiveness of 
current Government policy and alternative 
courses of action will be considered.  
 
Combinations, Skills Needed and 
Requirements  
 

A good economist is able to use abstract 
theories and apply them to everyday problems 
so that real‐world policies can be sensibly 
evaluated. Pupils with an arts background 
have an advantage in terms of being able to 
write fluently about policies and problems.  
A grade 6 in GCSE English is strongly 
recommended and competence in a Social 
Science subject such as Geography or History 
must also have been demonstrated. 
 
Economics bridges the arts/science divide and 
is excellent for those wishing to broaden their 
subject choice. An ideal combination would be 
with Mathematics, Politics and either History, 
Chemistry or Physics. However, it would also 
go well with English, Religious Studies, and 
Geography. It is equally likely to be taken by 
those who consider themselves to be 
scientists or interested in the arts.  
 
Maths 
 

It is generally true that pupils coming from a 
mathematical or science background tend to 
have a strong ability in terms of understanding 
the basic theory, and this is especially 
important as the course will be becoming 
slightly more mathematical than that taught in 
previous years. Mathematical marks will count 
for 20% of the A Level grade. Those with less 
than a grade 6 at GCSE Maths are likely to 
struggle significantly. 
 
After university, economists go on to a wide 
variety of careers from the Civil Service to the 
City. Their abilities to apply ideas are highly 
valued by employers. 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
English 6, MathemaƟcs 6 

Head of Department: Anthony Ashfield 
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Stowe offers the Pearson BTEC Level 3 
NaƟonal Extended CerƟficate in Engineering, 
in collaboraƟon with Silverstone UTC. Pupils 
choosing this course should be aware that 
some compulsory modules are taught during 
Wednesday aŌernoon acƟvity periods and, as 
such, they will not be available to take part in 
the sport and extra‐curricular programme on 
Wednesdays. 
 
This pracƟcal and applied course is designed 
for learners who are interested in a career in 
the engineering sector. It combines well with 
A Levels in MathemaƟcs, Physics and Design, 
but may also provide a good alternaƟve for 
pupils whose GCSE profiles may mean that 
they struggle to gain access on to the A Level 
Science courses.  
 
The BTEC qualificaƟon, equivalent to a full  
A Level, is fully recognised by Higher 
EducaƟon providers and accepted, in 
combinaƟon with A Levels or other BTECs, for 
admission to a range of degree courses in the 
engineering and STEM sectors. 
 
Unit Overview 
 

This qualificaƟon addresses a broad range of 
engineering specialist areas. Learners taking 
this qualificaƟon will study mandatory 
content covering the following units: 
 
Engineering Principles 
 

This unit will develop your mathemaƟcal and 
physical scienƟfic knowledge and 
understanding to enable you to solve 
problems set in an engineering context. You 
will explore and apply the algebraic and 
trigonometric mathemaƟcal methods 
required to solve engineering problems. The 
mechanical problems you will encounter 
cover staƟc, dynamic and fluid systems. The 
electrical and electronic problems you will 
encounter cover staƟc and direct current (DC) 
electricity, DC circuit theory and networks, 
magneƟsm, and single‐phase alternaƟng 
current theory.  
 
Delivery of Engineering Processes Safely as a 
Team 
 

In this unit, you will examine common 
engineering processes, including health and 
safety legislaƟon, regulaƟons that apply to 
these processes and how individual and team 
performance can be affected by human 
factors.  
 

You will learn the principles of another 
important process, engineering drawing, and 
develop two‐dimensional (2D) computer‐
aided drawing skills while producing 
orthographic projecƟons and circuit diagrams. 
Finally, you will work as a team member and 
team leader to apply a range of pracƟcal 
engineering processes to manufacture a 
batch of an engineered product or to safely 
deliver a batch of an engineering service.  
 
Engineering Product Design and 
Manufacture 
 

In this unit, you will examine what triggers 
changes in the design of engineering products 
and the typical challenges that engineers 
face, such as designing out safety risks. You 
will learn how material properƟes and 
manufacturing processes impact on the 
design of an engineering product. Finally, you 
will use an iteraƟve process to develop a 
design for an engineering product by 
interpreƟng a brief, producing iniƟal ideas 
and then communicaƟng and jusƟfying your 
suggested soluƟon.  
 
Computer Aided Design 
 

In this unit you will use CAD soŌware and 
hardware to produce 2D and 3D drawings. 
You will acquire the skills to produce models 
of products, ediƟng and modifying these, and 
exploring materials and their properƟes. You 
will output a porƞolio of drawings, for 
example orthogonal, 3D shaded or solid 
model, and detail view drawings, to an 
internaƟonal standard.  
 
BTEC Engineering ElecƟve 
 

In addiƟon to the Extended CerƟficate,  
we are offering the Pearson Level 3 NaƟonal 
CerƟficate in Engineering as a one year 
ElecƟve in the Lower Sixth. This programme 
will offer pupils the opportunity to gain an 
Engineering qualificaƟon that is equivalent  
to an AS Level alongside three other full  
A Levels. 
 
On this course pupils will study two out of the 
four units previously outlined: 
 

 Engineering Principles 
 

 Delivery of Engineering Processes Safely 
as a Team 
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Co-ordinator of Engineering: Sam Williams  



This course is compulsory for relevant pupils. 
 
Overview 
 

InternaƟonal Sixth Form pupils who have not 
completed GCSE in English as a First Language 
prepare for the Cambridge CerƟficate in 
Advanced English (C1 Advanced) in their Lower 
Sixth year unƟl they reach the necessary level 
to fulfil the English Language entry 
requirements for their chosen universiƟes.  
 
The course provides pupils with an excellent 
opportunity to refine their wriƩen, analyƟcal 
and comprehension skills, which in turn helps 
to improve their achievement in other A Level 
subjects. Depending on their performance in 
the C1 Advanced examinaƟon, relevant pupils 
also have the opportunity to prepare for IELTS 
or TOEFL qualificaƟons in the Upper Sixth.  
 
C1 Advanced Content 
 

Paper 1: Reading and Use of English 
1 hour 30 minutes 
Reading (50 marks)/Use of English (28 marks) 
 

This paper consists of 8 parts. Passages are 
taken from a variety of sources, including 
ficƟon, newspapers and magazines and 
secƟons consist of a range of task types 
including mulƟple choice, word 
transformaƟons, cross‐text mulƟple matching, 
open cloze, and gap‐fill. 
 
Paper 2: WriƟng  
1 hour 30 minutes (40 marks) 
 

 Part 1: An essay quesƟon based on 
sƟmulus material (20 marks) 

 

 Part 2: Candidates choose one of the 
following tasks: an email/leƩer, a report, a 
proposal or a review (20 marks)  

 
Paper 3: Listening  
40 minutes (30 marks) 
 

This papers consists of four parts. Extracts are 
based on interviews, radio broadcasts, 
presentaƟons, talks and everyday 
conversaƟons and task types include mulƟple 
choice, sentence compleƟon and mulƟple 
matching quesƟons. 
 
Paper 4: Speaking  
15 minutes (30 marks) 
This component consists of four parts including 
a discussion, a collaboraƟve task, an interview 
with the examiner and a short talk based on 
sƟmulus materials. 
 
Results for each secƟon are converted into a 
scaled score out of 200. 

IELTS (InternaƟonal English Language TesƟng 
System)  
 

Test Format:  
 

Paper 1: Listening  
4 secƟons, 40 items, 30 minutes 
 

Paper 2: Reading 
3 secƟons, 40 items, 60 minutes 
 

Paper 3: WriƟng  
2 tasks, 60 minutes 
 

 Task 1: Analysis of data (in a graph, table, 
chart) or descripƟon of a process or 
diagram 

 

 Task 2: Essay quesƟon based on an 
argument, opinion or problem 

 

Paper 4: Speaking  
3 parts, 11‐14 minutes 
 

Results for each secƟon are reported on a  
nine‐band scale. 
 
TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language 
for US university applicaƟons) 
 

Test Format: 
 

Paper 1: Reading  
3‐4 passages, 12‐14 quesƟons each, 60 minutes 
 

Paper 2: Listening  
4‐6 lectures, 6 quesƟons each, 60‐90 minutes 
 

Paper 3: Speaking  
6 tasks: 2 independent and 4 integrated,  
20 minutes 
 

Paper 4: WriƟng  
1 integrated essay task and 1 independent 
essay task, 50 minutes 
 

The examinaƟon is marked out of a total of 
120: results for each secƟon are converted into 
a scaled score out of 30.  
 
Aims 
 

On compleƟon of one of the above courses, 
pupils should be able to:  
 

 Produce clear, detailed texts on a wide 
range of subjects and develop a complex 
argument on a topical issue 

 

 Understand a wide variety of complex texts 
on both concrete and abstract topics 

 

 Write well‐structured texts using an 
appropriate style, expanding points of view 
with supporƟng arguments and showing 
controlled use of organisaƟonal paƩerns, 
connectors and cohesive devices 

 

 Develop the key skills necessary for 
undergraduate study in English 

 
 

Head of Department: Julie Johnson  
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English as a Second Language (ESL)  



The Course 
 

The A Level English Literature course comprises 
the close study of a wide range of literary texts. 
Successful candidates usually enjoy reading 
sophisticated literature and discussing their 
ideas with others. They are likely to have a high 
grade in English Language at either IGCSE or 
GCSE and a further high grade in English 
Literature. 
 
Candidates at Stowe are entered for the linear 
Edexcel A Level (9ETO) qualification in English 
Literature. We start the year with an overview 
of Pre‐Victorian literature in order to establish 
an understanding of literary contexts and hone 
the skills of close reading and analysis.  
 
The course includes four components: 
 
Component One: Drama 
30% of the total A Level 
Assessed by wriƩen examinaƟon lasƟng 2 hours 
and 15 minutes  
 

Pupils Study: 
 

 One Shakespeare play and one other drama 
from either tragedy or comedy  

 

 CriƟcal essays related to their selected 
Shakespeare play. Pupils’ preparaƟon is 
supported by a criƟcal anthology of essays 
to do with their Shakespeare play 

 
Component Two: Prose 
20% of the total A Level 
Assessed by wriƩen examinaƟon lasƟng 1 hour  
 

Pupils Study:  
 

 Two prose texts from a chosen theme.  
At least one of the prose texts must be  
pre‐1900 

 
Component Three: Poetry 
30% of the total A Level 
Assessed by wriƩen examinaƟon lasƟng 2 hours 
and 15 minutes 
 

Pupils Study:  
 

 PoeƟc form, meaning and language  
 

 A selecƟon of post‐2000 specified poetry 
 

 A specified range of poetry from: either a 
literary period (pre‐ or post‐1900) or a 
named poet from within a literary period 

 

Non‐Examination Assessment (Coursework) 
20% of the total A Level 
 

Pupils write one comparative essay of 2500 ‐ 
3000 words based on two texts of their choice, 
as agreed by their teacher. Pupils must 
undertake extensive independent research and 
essays will be informed by literary criticism, 
theory, and contextual knowledge. This aspect 
of the course will be directed, but not taught, 
by teachers, and is completed in the Upper 
Sixth year. As this is a two‐year course, pupils 
are expected to work on their coursework 
during the summer between their Lower Sixth 
and Upper Sixth years. 
 
In total, candidates study eight texts for this 
qualification (a Shakespeare play, one other 
play, two poetry texts, two prose texts and a 
further two texts of their own choice). Please 
note that teachers are encouraged to choose 
texts about which they are both passionate 
and in which they have a particular expertise. 
This means that different classes may study 
different texts, depending on which teachers 
they have. 
 
The Literary Society 
 

All Sixth Form English Literature pupils at 
Stowe are members of the Literary Society.  
In addition to the range of distinguished 
guests, the Literary Society also stages annual 
events such as the National ‘Poetry by Heart’ 
competition, Burns’ Night, day trips to 
academic conferences, writing workshops, 
joint events with other Departments, and at 
the end of the academic year, a Leavers’ 
dinner. 
 
Stowe is well‐placed for theatres in Stratford, 
Oxford, Northampton, London, Birmingham 
and Milton Keynes. Theatre trips (and 
occasional excursions to galleries or museums) 
are included in Literary Society schedules. 
 
Academic Extension Classes and Oxbridge 
 

For those Sixth Form pupils who wish to extend 
their knowledge beyond the confines of the 
classroom, there are weekly academic 
extension classes, which explore a range of 
genres and periods. In the Michaelmas Term 
we join forces with the History Department to 
look at significant moments through the lenses 
of literature and history. Pupils wishing to 
apply for Oxbridge or to Russell Group 
Universities are also offered specific tuition in 
preparing for and making these applications. 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
English Literature 6 or English Language 6 
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English Literature 

Head of Department: Allison Puranik  
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“The first step ‐ especially for young people 
with energy and drive and talent, but not 
money ‐ the first step to controlling your 
world is to control your culture. To model and 
demonstrate the kind of world you demand to 
live in. To write the books. Make the music. 
Shoot the films. Paint the art.” 

 

Chuck Palahniuk (author of Fight Club  
and award winning journalist) 

 
The Film Studies A Level course comprises the 
close study of a wide range of film texts, 
together with a component of pracƟcal 
coursework. Successful candidates enjoy 
engaging in close textual analysis, discussing 
new ideas and debaƟng theory. They also 
enjoy the creaƟve process, creaƟng their own 
scripts, storyboards and films. A high grade in 
English Language or Literature GCSE is 
desirable as this is primarily an essay‐based 
subject. Pupils do not need prior pracƟcal film 
making experience. 
 
Choosing Film 
 

Film Studies is a rigorous, academic subject 
that combines theoreƟcal analysis, contextual 
understanding, criƟcal debate and pracƟcal 
producƟon. Learners develop analyƟcal  
and creaƟve skills, plus their communicaƟon, 
teamwork and problem solving skills. They 
also improve their ability to work 
independently, developing their skills of  
self‐reflecƟon.  
 
The subject is wholly relevant to the 
contemporary world. Films have a powerful 
overt and covert influence on our lives; 
encoding key messages, themes, values and 
ideologies. They are oŌen called ‘the modern 
art form’ and as such deserve to be studied 
closely. Film Studies allows pupils to combine 
learning about culture and society with 
examining maƩers of ideology, narraƟve, 
auteur theory and the effect of advances in 
film making technology. 
 
Many leading universiƟes provide 
undergraduate and/or postgraduate courses 
in Film Studies. Pupils studying Film go on to a 
wide range of universiƟes, including many 
leading Russell Group UniversiƟes. Some 
courses are theoreƟcal, whereas others are 
more pracƟcal courses. Pupils studying Film at 
A Level may go on to choose a wide range of 
courses and careers including, but not limited 
to, Media Studies, PR, AdverƟsing, 
Journalism, EducaƟon, Art, Drama and 
English. Film Studies can be taken with any 
combinaƟon of subjects. It works well 

alongside A Levels in English, Art, Business, 
Economics, PoliƟcs, and Religious Studies. 
Pupils also take it with subjects like  
A Level History, Drama, Geography and 
Sciences to demonstrate a breadth of study 
and an understanding of contemporary issues. 
 
The A Level Course 
 

Pupils follow a linear course across two years 
and will be entered for the WJEC Film Studies 
A Level. ExaminaƟons take place at the end of 
the Upper Sixth year. The exams consist of 
two papers alongside a pracƟcal component 
as follows: 
 
Component 1:  
VarieƟes of Film and Filmmaking  
WriƩen exam: 2 hours 30 minutes  
35% of the total A Level 
 

Topics: Classical and New Hollywood, 
American Independent and Mainstream Since 
2005, BriƟsh Film Since 1995 
 
Component 2:  
Global Filmmaking PerspecƟves  
WriƩen exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
35% of the total A Level 
 

Topics: Global Film, Documentary, Film 
Movements (Silent Cinema and Experimental) 
 
Component 3: Making a Short Film or a 
WriƩen Script and Digital Storyboard 
ProducƟon non‐exam assessment  
30% of the total A Level 
 
The AS Level Course 
 

Film Studies is also available at AS Level in the 
elecƟve column. The AS is studied across two 
years with learners taking the terminal exams 
at the end of the Upper Sixth. The exams 
consist of two papers alongside a pracƟcal 
component as follows: 
 
Component 1: American Film 
WriƩen exam: 1 hour 30 minutes  
35% of the total AS Level 
 
Component 2: European Film 
WriƩen exam: 1 hour 30 minutes  
35% of the total AS Level 
 
Component 3: Making a Short or WriƩen 
Script and Digital Storyboard 
ProducƟon non‐exam assessment 
30% of the total AS Level 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
English Language 5 or English Literature 6 

Head of Department: Emma Ackroyd 

Film Studies 
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A Level French gives learners the opportunity 
to develop and deepen their awareness and 
understanding of the language as well as to 
increase their knowledge of the French 
speaking world through the study of the 
language in its cultural, literary and social 
context.  
 
The level of language required at A Level is 
different from GCSE as it is more sophisƟcated, 
thus allowing for greater depth and subtlety to 
language. As at GCSE, the four skills (listening, 
reading, speaking and wriƟng) are assessed. 
 
Language work includes areas of study that are 
contemporary, age‐appropriate and engaging. 
These should inspire pupils to take part in 
French discussions. One of the most important 
aspects of this course is the opportunity to 
develop opinions and defend points of view in 
the target language.  

 
Course Content 
 

Four main themes are covered at A Level:  
 

 Changes in French Society (the family, 
educaƟon and the world of work) 

 

 PoliƟcal and ArƟsƟc Culture in the French 
Speaking World (music, cinema and 
fesƟvals and tradiƟons) 

 

 ImmigraƟon and the French MulƟcultural 
Society (integraƟon, mulƟculturalism and 
the rise of the extreme right) 

 

 The OccupaƟon and the Resistance (life 
under the Vichy regime, collaboraƟon, the 
importance of Jean Moulin and Charles de 
Gaulle, the French Resistance) 

 
These areas of study form the basis for 
conversaƟon, comprehension and translaƟon. 
In addiƟon pupils study one literary text and 
one film. Two essays, one on the film and one 
on the text, are wriƩen in Paper 2 as part of 
the final assessment at the end of the course.  
 
A Level linguists also complete an individual 
research project that is discussed in their 
speaking exam.  
 

Assessment 
 
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and TranslaƟon 

1 hour 50 minutes 
40% of the total A Level 
 

Listening and reading comprehension and 
unseen translaƟon French to English. 
 
Paper 2: WriƟng  
2 hours 40 minutes 
30% of the total A Level  
 

Two essays and unseen translaƟon English to 
French. 
 
Paper 3: Speaking  
21‐23 minute exam (with 5 minutes preparaƟon) 
30% of the total A Level 
 

Discussion of a sƟmulus card on one of the  
main themes and a presentaƟon and discussion 
of the pupil’s independent research project.  

 
All pupils studying A Level French will have a 
weekly one‐to‐one speaking lesson with one of 
our French Assistants in addiƟon to group 
lessons. 
 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
French 7  

Head of Department: Emilie Danis 

French 



G
eo

gr
ap

hy
 

27 

The great breadth of Geography as an 
academic subject is one of its real strengths 
and has made it an effecƟve bridge between 
the Sciences and HumaniƟes. The study of 
Geography in the Sixth Form has changed 
considerably over the years. A more rigorous, 
imaginaƟve and theoreƟcal syllabus has 
emerged through which one can gain a greater 
and more relevant understanding of the 
landscape and man’s occupaƟon of it. The 
study of many contemporary issues and the 
development of a sense of environmental 
responsibility combine to make Geography one 
of the most relevant and popular subjects for 
young people today. 
 
GCSE grades of 9‐6 are normally the expected 
requirement for admission to the A Level 
course. Studying Geography at A Level will not 
only improve your understanding of the world 
in which you live, it will also enable you to 
develop important skills, including literacy, 
numeracy and ICT skills. This will stand you in 
good stead in any academic or working 
environment. 
 
Fieldwork is regarded as an integral part of the 
A Level course, with coursework accounƟng  
for 20% of the final A Level grade. All Sixth 
Formers will be required to aƩend a residenƟal 
field course organised by Stowe’s Geography 
Department to enable research for this 
coursework to be undertaken. The local area 
also provides ideal opportuniƟes to pracƟse 
fieldwork techniques and gather first hand data 
to test various geographical theories. 
 
Pupils are encouraged to subscribe to a 
Geographical Journal, wriƩen especially for  
A Level pupils and designed to support studies 
and broaden interest in the subject as a whole. 
This is further encouraged through the School’s 
Geographical Society. A large number of our 
pupils conƟnue to study Geography at a higher 
level in a wide range of courses and subject 
combinaƟons. Geography graduates are valued 
for their literacy and numeracy skills and follow 
a wide variety of careers including Banking, 
Commerce, the Armed Services, NaƟonal and 
Local Government, Law, Teaching, or in the 
fields of Town and Country Planning.  
 
Recently Geographers have been prominent  
in the organisaƟon of environmental 
conservaƟon measures and the provision and 
control of recreaƟonal faciliƟes in areas of 
outstanding beauty. 
 

The Course 
The OCR A Level course is detailed below: 
 
Physical Systems (01) 
1 hour 30 minute wriƩen paper 
22% of the total A Level (66 marks) 
 

 Landscape Systems (Coasts) 
 

 Earth’s Life Support Systems 
 

 Geographical Skills 
 
Human InteracƟons (02) 
1 hour 30 minute wriƩen paper 
22% of the total A Level (66 marks) 
 

 Changing Spaces: Making Places 
 

 Global ConnecƟons (MigraƟon and Power 
and Borders) 

 

 Geographical Skills 
 
Geographical Debates (03)* 
2 hours 30 minute wriƩen paper 
36% of the total A Level (108 marks) 
 

OpƟonality ‐ study 2 of 5 
 

 Climate Change 
 

 Disease Dilemmas 
 

 Exploring Oceans 
 

 Future of Food 
 

 Hazardous Earth 
 

 Geographical Skills 
 

(The opƟons we will study are Climate Change 
and Hazardous Earth). 
 
InvesƟgaƟve Geography (04/05)* 
Non‐examinaƟon assessment 
20% of the total A Level (60 marks) 
 

 Independent InvesƟgaƟon 
 
*Indicates inclusion of synopƟc assessment. 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
Geography 6 
 
 

Head of Department: Sarah Murnane  

Geography 
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A Level German gives learners the opportunity  
to develop and deepen their awareness and 
understanding of the language as well as 
increase their knowledge of the German 
speaking world through the study of the 
language in its cultural, literary and social 
context.  
 
The specificaƟon has been designed to be 
studied over two years. The suggesƟons below 
relaƟng to content for year one and content for 
year two are based on the knowledge that the 
course will generally be taken over two years.  
 
The level of language required at A Level is 
different from GCSE as it is more sophisƟcated, 
thus allowing for greater depth and subtlety of 
language. As at GCSE, the four skills (listening, 
reading, speaking and wriƟng) are assessed.  
To feel confident and cope with a language at  
A Level, you must achieve a least a 7 at GCSE. 
 
Language work includes areas of study that are 
contemporary, age‐appropriate and engaging. 
These should inspire pupils to take part in 
German discussions. One of the most important 
aspects of this course is the opportunity to 
develop opinions and defend points of view in 
the target language.  

 
Course Content 
 
Four main themes are covered at A Level.  
 

Pupils may study all sub‐themes in relaƟon to 
any German‐speaking country or countries. 
 
1. Aspects of German Speaking Society 
 

 The Changing State of the Family  
 

 The Digital World  
 

 Youth Culture 
 
2. MulƟculturalism in German Speaking Society 
 

 ImmigraƟon  
 

 IntegraƟon  
 

 Racism 
 
3. ArƟsƟc Culture in the German Speaking 
 World 
 

 FesƟvals and TradiƟons  
 

 Art and Architecture  
 

 Cultural Life in Berlin, Past and Present  
 

4. Aspects of PoliƟcal Life in the German 
 Speaking World 
 

 Germany and the European Union 
 

 PoliƟcs and Youth  
 

 German Re‐unificaƟon and its 
Consequences  

 
These areas of study form the basis for 
conversaƟon, comprehension and translaƟon. 
In addiƟon pupils study one literary text,  
Der Vorleser and one film, Das Leben Der 
Anderen. Two essays, one on the film and one 
on the text, are wriƩen in Paper 2 as part of 
the final assessment at the end of the course.  
 
A Level linguists also complete an individual 
research project that is discussed in their 
speaking exam.  
 
Assessment 
 
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and TranslaƟon 
WriƩen exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
(100 marks) 
50% of the total A Level 
 

TranslaƟon into English; a passage of a 
minimum of 100 words (10 marks) 
 

TranslaƟon into German; a passage of a 
minimum of 100 words (10 marks) 
 
Paper 2: WriƟng  
WriƩen exam: 2 hours 
(80 marks in total) 
20% of the total A Level 
 
Paper 3: Speaking  
21‐23 minute exam (with 5 minutes 
preparaƟon) 
30% of the total A Level 
 
Discussion of a sub‐theme with the discussion 
based on a sƟmulus card (5‐6 minutes). The 
pupil studies the card for 5 minutes at the 
start of the test (25 marks). PresentaƟon  
(2 minutes) and discussion (9‐10 minutes) of 
individual research project (35 marks). 
 
All pupils studying A Level German will have a 
weekly one‐to‐one speaking lesson with our 
German Assistant in addiƟon to group 
lessons. 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
German 7 

Head of Department: Alice Tearle  

German 



H
is

to
ry

 

29 

Overview 
 

History is primarily about curiosity and 
argument. It involves studying the past and 
reaching conclusions about it. During your  
A Level History course, you will be concerned 
with all aspects of human acƟvity: poliƟcs, 
economics, society, religion, ideas and culture. 
You will examine how things have changed, 
why they have changed and with what results. 
You will be asked to research informaƟon, 
assess its merits and communicate your own 
opinions. You will both defend and criƟcise the 
views of others. You do not need to have 
studied History at GCSE but, being an essay‐
based subject, you will need to have a good 
foundaƟon in wriƩen English.  
 
The Value of History as an Academic Subject 
 

The subject provides a broad and respected 
qualificaƟon. It teaches the crucial skills of 
wriƟng, argument and research. It is an ideal 
springboard for a wide variety of degrees and 
an excellent foundaƟon for professions in law, 
the civil service and journalism, as well as 
providing the clarity of reflecƟon and analysis 
useful for careers in any branch of finance. 
 
Studying History at A Level 
 

Your study will combine engaging teaching and 
extensive independent research. A range of 
assignments will be set, with extended wriƟng 
making up a large proporƟon of the work 
completed. The School Library has an excellent 
History secƟon and the Department has its own 
stock of relevant Ɵtles. 
 
Course Specifics 
 

The Department offers two clear programmes 
at A Level. Pupils are given a choice of whether 
to follow an early modern or modern pathway 
with the Edexcel Exam Board. 
 
The History Society 
 

The Department will encourage you to widen 
your historical interests by inviƟng disƟnguished 
historians to address The History Society, which 
all pupils will be invited to join. The group will 
also meet regularly to discuss and debate 
important cultural issues around a parƟcular 
country or theme. 
 
Minimum Required Grade 
 

We would expect A Level Historians to begin 
their course with a minimum of a grade 6 at 
GCSE History. If GCSE History is not taken, 
grades in comparable subjects, such as English, 
could also demonstrate the required level.  

Course Summaries 
 
Early Modern 
 

Unit 1: England 1509‐1603 
 

Unit 2: Luther 1515‐1555 
 

Unit 3: England 1399‐1509 
 

Unit 4: Coursework InvesƟgaƟon 
 
Modern 
 

Unit 1: Britain 1918‐1997 
 

Unit 2: USA 1955‐1992 
 

Unit 3: BriƟsh Empire 1763‐1914 
 

Unit 4: Coursework InvesƟgaƟon 
 
A Level Units 
 
Unit 1: Breadth Studies with InterpretaƟons 
 

Each Paper 1 opƟon has two points of focus: 
themes (breadth) and historical 
interpretaƟons (depth). The four themes 
focus on developments and changes over a 
broad Ɵmescale and two controversies 
provide an opportunity for more detailed 
study. 
 
Unit 2: Depth Study 
 

Each Unit 2 opƟon is focused on depth, 
requiring more detailed knowledge and 
understanding of the topic, and over a shorter 
Ɵme period. The content is organised into 
four key topics.  
 
Unit 3: Themes in Breadth with Aspects in 
 Depth 
 

This opƟon comprises two parts: the Aspects 
in Breadth focus on long‐term changes and 
contextualise the Aspects in Depth, which 
focus in detail on key episodes. 
 
Unit 4: Coursework 
 

The purpose of the coursework is to enable 
pupils to develop skills in the analysis and 
evaluaƟon of interpretaƟons of history in a 
chosen quesƟon, problem or issue as part of 
an independently researched assignment. 
Current coursework topics examine 
interpretaƟons of Mary I for the early modern 
course and approaches to the ParƟƟon of 
India for modernists.  
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
History 6, or other essay wriƟng subject 6 

Head of Department: Paul Griffin  

History 
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History of Art is studied at A Level at Stowe, 
which makes for the ulƟmate backdrop to a 
comprehensive engagement with the subject. 
Understandably, few pupils will have much prior 
knowledge of the subject and none is expected. 
Provided you are commiƩed to hard work, this 
new visual language offers a fresh understanding 
of beauty in all its arƟsƟc manifestaƟons: from 
works considered in the classroom, to those 
viewed in a museum context, to those we will 
encounter abroad. 
 
QualificaƟons 
 

Given the demand for essay wriƟng, at least a 6 
is expected in GCSE English Language for entry 
to this course. We expect a strong commitment 
to independent study as well as a willingness to 
engage criƟcally and intelligently with objects in 
order to gain the fullest enjoyment from this 
fascinaƟng subject.  
 
Course Aims 
 

We aim to show what an exciƟng academic 
discipline Art History conƟnues to be in our own 
image‐saturated culture. We consider the 
materials, styles and techniques of arƟsts while 
situaƟng art and architecture in its social and 
historical context. PoliƟcal, religious and cultural 
history are all crucial frames through which 
works are considered on our course, in addiƟon 
to the visual analysis of works themselves. The 
study of art in both its historical and 
contemporary forms provides a crucial 
knowledge of world civilisaƟons, not to menƟon 
visual and analyƟcal tools that can be applied in 
many walks of life. Coming to terms with how 
images and objects shape our social and poliƟcal 
idenƟƟes is our daily task and one that serves to 
enrich all those who choose to engage with 
global culture today. This course allows you to 
develop parƟcular strengths and interests, 
encourages lifelong learning and provides access 
to higher educaƟon and university degree 
courses in Art History and related subjects, as 
well as careers in the art world and beyond.  
 
Course Requirements 
 

Weekly preps are set, both visual exercises and 
essays, together with note‐taking and class 
discussion. You will be taken on regular visits to 
London, Oxford and elsewhere to study works of 
art at first hand. You are also expected to visit 
galleries and museums and to read and research 
widely in your own Ɵme. 
 
 
 
 
 

Visits Abroad  
 

Paris, Florence, Rome, Venice and New York 
are just some of the ciƟes we have visited in 
the past. 
 
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 
 
Paper 1A: Visual Analysis  
 

Pupils in their first year study the visual 
language of art throughout history to equip 
them with the tools to analyse three 
previously unseen works in the exam. Stowe 
itself serves as much as an object of study as a 
backdrop in this phase of the course. 
 
Paper 1B: Themes 
 

Pupils will consider how both Nature and 
IdenƟƟes have helped to shape the producƟon 
and recepƟon of works in both Western and 
non‐Western contexts throughout history.  
 
Paper 2: Periods 
 

With the requirement for two periods of  
in‐depth study, pupils will consider the 
Renaissance in Italy (1420‐1520) as well as 
Modernism in Europe (1900‐1939). These 
topics are studied over two years. 
 
SocieƟes 
 

The History of Art Society meets during term 
with guest speakers. The purpose of the 
Society is to expand pupils’ knowledge and 
experience beyond the confines of the exam 
specificaƟon and to experience something of 
the discipline as it is pracƟsed beyond the 
School. 
 
Course Value 
 

This subject is considered a full academic  
A Level by universiƟes and because of its 
breadth and cross‐curricular requirements, it is 
welcomed as a highly‐regarded HumaniƟes 
subject, one that complements both Arts and 
non‐Arts subjects. Past pupils report that the 
vital criƟcal, visual and essay skills which one 
acquires on this course have helped them 
tremendously in their university careers and 
beyond. Equally importantly, they have 
enjoyed the subject and welcomed the 
opportunity to travel and see works of art  
at first hand. There is no doubt that two years 
spent in the study of Art History furnishes both 
concrete and intangible skills that only boost 
pupils’ academic profiles. 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
English Language 6, or other essay wriƟng 
subject 6 

Head of Department: Alex Estorick  

History of Art 
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MathemaƟcs is one of the most useful  
A Levels, being either necessary or preferred 
for many degree courses in a variety of 
subject areas. The skills learnt will be useful 
for those wishing to study Sciences 
(laboratory and social), Medicine, 
Architecture, and Economics, and is essenƟal 
for those considering courses in Maths, 
StaƟsƟcs or Engineering. Learning 
MathemaƟcs is not just about memorising 
techniques and formulae, it teaches you 
thinking skills that will last a lifeƟme. 
However, the main reason to choose 
MathemaƟcs in the Sixth Form is because  
you have enjoyed the subject at GCSE. 
 
Mathematics A Level 
 

Mathematics A Level expands on many of the 
topics studied at GCSE and is recommended 
for pupils who achieved a grade 7 or higher in 
their GCSE.  
 
Pupils will also learn about completely new 
subject areas such as Calculus and 
Logarithms. The ideas of proof, problem 
solving and logical reasoning are key to 
Mathematics and play a greater part in the  
A Level course than they did at GCSE.  
 
The A Level consists of 3 papers worth 100 
marks each. Two of the papers are Pure 
Mathematics, and the last one is Applied 
Mathematics (Mechanics and Statistics). All 
three papers contribute a third of the overall 
grade and are 2 hours long.  
 
After the first year of teaching, pupils will 
have covered the content of an AS Level 
qualification which is roughly half the content 
of an A Level and less challenging. Pupils who 
do not pass the end of first year internal exam 
will have the opportunity to sit the AS level 
paper at the end of Upper Sixth.  
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
MathemaƟcs 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further Mathematics A Level 
  

We offer Further Maths at both AS and  
A Level. Pupils opting for either course should 
be strong Mathematicians. The minimum 
expectation is (alongside a motivated 
enthusiasm for the subject) a grade 8 or 9 at 
GCSE and experience of some extension 
mathematics, such as Additional 
Mathematics, is desirable.  
 
A Level Further Mathematics is another 
complete A Level and has to be taken in 
conjunction with Mathematics A Level. Pupils 
must start Lower Sixth with four A Levels if 
one is Further Mathematics.  
 
Pupils will be working through the Further 
Mathematics AS content in the first year.  
In the Upper Sixth the pupils will then focus 
more on the more challenging Further 
Mathematics content. Anyone wanting to 
study Mathematics beyond the Sixth Form, or 
Physics, Engineering and Chemistry at 
Oxbridge, should be seriously considering 
Further Mathematics.  
 
The Further Mathematics exams consist of 4 
Papers, each worth 25%, tested in 1 hour  
30 minutes. Pupils are able to choose 
between various modules in two of these 
papers. We follow the Edexcel specificaƟon 
for Maths and Further Maths A Level. 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
MathemaƟcs 8 
 
 
Other opportuniƟes within the MathemaƟcs 
Department 
 

Pupils entering the Sixth Form who have not 
achieved a grade 4 or above at GCSE are 
required to retake their Maths GCSE at the 
end of their first term in the Lower Sixth year. 
Regular classes are provided so that the 
specificaƟon content can be thoroughly 
revised. These classes are usually very small 
and pupils benefit greatly from the individual 
aƩenƟon.  
 
High aƩaining pupils and curious 
MathemaƟcians are encouraged to take part 
in the Maths Society: ‘The Gaussian Group’.  
In addiƟon to this, a weekly Oxbridge group 
session ‘Local Maximum’ is offered to Sixth 
Formers who are considering courses related 
to mathemaƟcs at Oxbridge and STEP papers.  

Head of Department: Mikkel Møller 
Head of Sixth Form Maths: Sophie Penrhyn-Lowe 

Mathematics  



M
us

ic
 

32 

Music is everywhere: it’s used in restaurants 
to make a relaxed atmosphere and sƟmulate 
conversaƟon; it’s used to heighten dramaƟc 
moments in films and television programmes; 
and it oŌen accompanies key moments in 
someone’s life. Research has shown how the 
heartbeat changes and mimics the music you 
listen to, and that listening to music releases 
the hormone dopamine (associated with 
feeling good). But why does music have such 
an effect? 
 
Our popular and highly engaging A Level 
Music course opens up the world of music, to 
find out why certain songs and pieces are the 
way they are. Old Stoic musicians include 
Harry Gregson‐Williams (the composer of 
Chicken Run and Shrek) and award‐winning 
composer Howard Goodall. Pupils study 
everything from the music of Batman and 
Psycho, to The Beatles and Courtney Pine, via 
Debussy, Bach and Mozart. They also get the 
opportunity to write their own music 
(including, for example a pop song or film 
soundtrack), and develop their skills in 
performing the music they enjoy.  
 
The course allows for all styles of music to be 
explored including Classical, Popular and Jazz. 
It is advisable for pupils wishing to take this  
A Level to be at least Grade 7 standard on one 
instrument before embarking upon the 
course. Pupils are expected to have Grade 5 
Theory before taking this course. Pupils also 
simultaneously study for Grade 8 Theory 
during the course.  
 

Performing Music (30%) 
 

This gives pupils the opportunity to perform in 
public as soloists. Pupils can choose music in 
any style, and can perform either as a soloist 
or part of an ensemble. Any instrument and/
or voice combinaƟons are acceptable as part 
of a performance lasƟng a minimum of eight 
minutes. The performance is recorded aŌer  
1 March of their Upper Sixth year. 
 
Composing (30%) 
 

Pupils compose two pieces; at least one 
composiƟon must be to a brief set by Edexcel. 
Pupils may either compose a second piece to a 
second brief, or produce a free composiƟon. 
The first composiƟon must be at least four 
minutes in length, whilst the second 
composiƟon must be at least one minute long. 
The total Ɵme for both composiƟons must be 
not less than six minutes.  
 
Developing Musical Understanding (40%) 
 

This unit assesses pupils’ knowledge of 
musical elements and contexts. Pupils study 
three pieces from six areas of study, including 
Instrumental Music, Music for Film, Popular 
Music and Jazz, Fusions and Vocal Music. 
Pupils sit a two hour paper. All A Level pupils 
are given regular performance opportuniƟes 
with specialist coaching.  
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
Grade 7 on one instrument, Grade 5 Theory  

Director of Music: Craig Greene 

Music 
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“Not only is the Universe stranger than we think, 
it is stranger than we can think.” 

Werner Heisenberg 
 
Physics is crucial to understanding the world 
around us, the world inside us, and the world 
beyond the stars. It is the most basic and 
fundamental science. In Physics, we study the 
universe on a grand scale ‐ from black holes  
and supernovae, to the world of quantum 
mechanics, parƟcle interacƟons and processes 
within the nucleus. 
 
Physics challenges our very intuiƟon ‐ with 
relaƟvity bending the rules with regards to Ɵme 
and space. Technologies we now take for 
granted, such as lasers, computers, MRI 
scanners, memory foam maƩresses and the 
internet, were all invented by Physicists (oŌen 
with no pracƟcal objecƟve in mind).  
 
Some may ask ‐ what is the point? A physicist 
responds that knowledge is the point. It is the 
end goal. It is what drives us, what moƟvates  
us and what inspires us to delve deeper into the 
universe than ever before.  
 
Physicists are problem solvers. Their analyƟcal 
skills make Physicists versaƟle, adaptable, and 
desirable in so many careers. Physicists bring  
a broad perspecƟve to any problem. They 
develop the ability to consider problems from  
a variety of situaƟons and are not bound by 
context. This incenƟve thinking makes Physicists 
excellent Journalists, Lawyers, Financiers, 
Doctors, Engineers, Computer ScienƟsts, 
Astronomers, and Researchers.  
 
What makes a good Physicist? 
 

The key ingredient is a curious, quesƟoning 
mind. Physicists deploy a mixture of 
experimental and analyƟcal skills, and creaƟve 
flair, but there is no norm. Some have a 
theoreƟcal leaning; others excel as pracƟcal  
or computaƟonal invesƟgators. Some are very 
analyƟcal in their approach to the subject, 
others more intuiƟve. 
 
A Level is one of the most enjoyable Ɵmes to 
study Physics. It is complicated enough to be  
an intellectual challenge, but sƟll possible to 
visualise. At Stowe, we follow the OCR Physics A 
curriculum which provides a fascinaƟng 
introducƟon to advanced level physics, while 
retaining the Newtonian mechanics that is the 
basis of so much around us. 
 
 

PracƟcal Work  
 

A list of pracƟcal acƟviƟes which pupils must 
carry out is supplied by the examinaƟon board 
and examinaƟon quesƟons will be based 
around these pracƟcals. However, many more 
pracƟcals will be performed to reinforce the 
concepts being taught. Physics is a pracƟcal 
subject and this is an important element of the 
course. 
 
First Year 
 

Module 1: Development of PracƟcal Skills in 
Physics 
 

Module 2: FoundaƟons of Physics 
 

Module 3: Forces and MoƟon 
 

Module 4: Electrons, Waves and Photons 
 

 
Second Year 
 

Module 1: Development in PracƟcal Skills in 
  Physics 
 

Module 5: Newtonian World and Astrophysics 
 

Module 6: ParƟcles and Medical Physics 
 
The final examinaƟons consist of three 
papers: 
 
Paper One: Modelling Physics (37%) 
 

Content ‐ Modules 1, 2, 3, and 5 
 

WriƩen exam ‐ 2 hours 15 minutes 
 

 
Paper Two: Exploring Physics (37%) 
 

Content ‐ Modules 1, 2, 4 and 6 
 

WriƩen exam ‐ 2 hours 15 minutes 
 

 
Paper Three: Unified Physics (26%) 
 

Content ‐ Modules 1 to 6 
 

WriƩen exam ‐ 1 hour 30 minutes 
 
 
“Physics is, hopefully, simple. Physicists are 
not.” 
                                                         Edward Teller 
 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
Either Physics 7, or Dual Award 7‐7,  
as well as MathemaƟcs 7  
 

Head of Department: Paul Thompson 

Physics 
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ExaminaƟon Board: Edexcel 
 
A Level Government and PoliƟcs studies how 
Governments work and how people interact 
with their poliƟcal system. It explores 
ideologies and compares the democraƟc 
performance of different poliƟcal systems. 
The Edexcel course offers a broad range of 
exciƟng and sƟmulaƟng topics including 
poliƟcal philosophy and comparaƟve poliƟcal 
science. It has been divided into three 
components.  
 
Component 1:  
UK PoliƟcs and Core PoliƟcal Ideas 
 

Component 1 consists of study of elecƟons, 
parƟes, pressure groups and democracy in 
the United Kingdom. It also covers the three 
core poliƟcal ideologies of ConservaƟsm, 
Liberalism and Socialism in some detail, which 
includes the study of prominent thinkers in 
each ideology. 
 
Component 2:  
UK Government and OpƟonal PoliƟcal Ideas 
 

Component 2 looks at the BriƟsh 
ConsƟtuƟon, Parliament, Prime Minister and 
relaƟons between insƟtuƟons as part of the 
study of government. The opƟonal ideology 
of choice will be Ecologism which includes 
study of ecocentric and anthropocentric 
approaches alongside key thinkers such as  
EF Schumacher, Murray Bookchin and  
Carolyn Merchant. 
 
Component 3:  
ComparaƟve PoliƟcs 
 

The comparaƟve study in Component 3 
focuses on government and poliƟcs of the 
United States. This includes the core 
insƟtuƟons of Government; The ConsƟtuƟon, 
Congress, President and Supreme Court, 
along with democracy, parƟcipaƟon and civil 
rights as the focus of the poliƟcs element. 
Candidates will then compare these concepts 
with their counterparts in the UK. 
 

Assessment 
 

The A Level is assessed in three examinaƟons 
at the end of year two. Paper 1 is two hours 
and is worth 84 marks. 60 marks are allocated 
to UK PoliƟcs and 24 marks are allocated to 
Ideologies. Paper 2 is the same as paper 1 
with 60 marks allocated to UK Government 
and 24 marks allocated to the OpƟonal 
Ideology. Paper 3 is also the same structure, 
with 24 marks allocated to comparaƟve 
quesƟons and 60 marks allocated to pure US 
Government and poliƟcs. Candidates are 
required to answer quesƟons worth 30 marks 
and 24 marks for Components 1 and 2. 
Component 3 consists of 30 mark and 12 
mark quesƟons. 
 
CombinaƟons, Skills Needed and 
Requirements 
 

PoliƟcs can be studied with other HumaniƟes 
and Social Sciences, such as Economics, 
History and Geography. PoliƟcs may also be 
chosen by those who are primarily scienƟsts 
but who are looking for a broadening, third 
subject. The most important skills for success 
in PoliƟcs are literacy, wriƟng, reading, criƟcal 
thinking, analysis and evaluaƟon. Pupils who 
take an interest in the contemporary news 
are also at an advantage. At least a grade 6  
at GCSE is required in English or a HumaniƟes 
subject. PoliƟcs is an extremely popular 
university course with 40% of 2016 Stowe 
PoliƟcs leavers going on to study the subject 
at degree level. PoliƟcs is also highly regarded 
for those pupils considering studying Law at 
university. PoliƟcal scienƟsts then progress to 
a wide variety of management careers. 

 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
English 6, or other essay wriƟng subject 6 

Head of Department: Simon Cole 

Politics 
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ExaminaƟon Board: Edexcel 
 
Religious Studies offers four areas of study, 
allowing pupils to choose the three they wish 
to study, from Philosophy and Religion, 
Religion and Ethics, New Testament Studies 
and a study of a chosen religion which will all 
be assessed through three externally‐
examined papers.  
 
The specificaƟon facilitates enquiry into, and 
develops insighƞul evaluaƟons of, ulƟmate 
quesƟons about the purposes and 
commitments of human life, especially as 
expressed in philosophy, ethics and religion. 
This will enable pupils to reflect on and 
develop their values, opinions and aƫtudes in 
the light of their studies.  
 
It develops transferable skills for progression 
to higher educaƟon ‐ pupils will use ideas 
from a range of approaches to the study of 
religions and beliefs in order to research and 
present a wide range of well‐informed and 
reasonable arguments, which engage 
profoundly with moral, religious and spiritual 
issues. This will enable pupils to make a 
smooth transiƟon to the next level of study.  
 
Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion (9RS0/01) 
WriƩen examinaƟon: 2 hours  
33.33% of total A Level (80 marks) 
 
Content overview 
 

Pupils will engage with arguments and 
debates on religious and non‐religious views 
of life. Arguments for the existence of God ‐ 
Design, Cosmological, Ontological, Religious 
Experience; Atheism; Problem of Evil & 
Suffering; Life aŌer Death; Religion & Science; 
Religious Language. 
 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics (9RS0/02) 
WriƩen examinaƟon: 2 hours  
33.33% of total A Level (80 marks) 
 
Content overview 
 

The content for this paper is focused on 
exploring both common ground and 
controversy in dealing with issues that arise in 
the areas of morality and religion in the 
context of the modern world. Environmental 
ethics; Equality; Ethical theories ‐ 
UƟlitarianism; SituaƟon Ethics; Natural Moral 
Law; Virtue ethics; Applied ethics ‐ War & 
Pacifism, Sexual ethics; Meta‐ethics; Religion 
& Morality; Deontology; Issues in Medical 
ethics. 
 
Paper 4: Study of Religion (9RS0/4A‐4F) 
WriƩen examinaƟon: 2 hours  
33.33% of total A Level (80 marks) 
 
OpƟons 
 

The content for this paper comprises a 
focused and in‐depth study of a chosen 
religion ‐ 4D: Islam.  
 
Content overview 
 

Religious beliefs, values and teachings; 
Sources of wisdom and authority; PracƟces 
that shape and express religious idenƟty; 
Social and historical developments; Works of 
scholars; Religion and society; Primary texts. 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
Religious Studies 6, or other essay wriƟng 
subject 6  

Head of Department: Colin Bray  

Religious Studies 
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Studying Spanish at A Level gives learners the 
opportunity to develop their understanding of 
not only the Spanish language, but also the 
Hispanic world, through the study of Spanish 
in cultural and literary contexts. 
 
The language used at A Level is more 
sophisƟcated than that which is used at GCSE 
and all four skills (listening, reading, speaking 
and wriƟng) are assessed. In order to cope 
with studying Spanish at A Level, all learners 
must have achieved at least a 7 at GCSE.  
 
Language work is focused on areas of study 
that are contemporary, age‐appropriate and 
engaging. These should inspire learners to 
take part in lively discussions and debates. 
One of the most important skills learners will 
develop is the ability to express and defend 
different points of view in Spanish.  
 
Course Content 
 

Four main themes are covered at A Level. 
 

Pupils may study all sub themes in relaƟon to 
any Spanish‐speaking country or countries. 
 
1. Aspects of Spanish Speaking Society 
 

 Modern and TradiƟonal Values  
 

 Cyberspace  
 

 Equal Rights  
 
2. MulƟculturalism in the Hispanic World 
 

 ImmigraƟon  
 

 IntegraƟon  
 

 Racism 
 
3. ArƟsƟc Culture in the Hispanic World 
 

 Modern Day Idols  
 

 Spanish Regional IdenƟty  
 

 Cultural Heritage  
 
4. Aspects of PoliƟcal Life in the Hispanic 
 World 
 

 Today's Youth, Tomorrow's CiƟzens  
 

 Monarchies and Dictatorships  
 

 Popular Movements  
 
These areas of study form the basis for 
conversaƟon, comprehension and translaƟon. 
In addiƟon, pupils study one literary text and 
one film. Two essays, one on the film and one 
on the text, are wriƩen in Paper 2 as part of 
the final assessment at the end of the course.  

Assessment 
 
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and TranslaƟon 
WriƩen exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
100 marks 
50% of the total A Level 
 

TranslaƟon into English; a passage of a minimum 
of 100 words (10 marks) 
 

TranslaƟon into Spanish; a passage of a 
minimum of 100 words (10 marks). 
 
Paper 2: WriƟng  
WriƩen exam: 2 hours 
80 marks in total 
20% of the total A Level 
 

Either one quesƟon in Spanish on a set text from 
a choice of two quesƟons and one quesƟon in 
Spanish on a set film from a choice of two 
quesƟons, or two quesƟons in Spanish on set 
texts from a choice of two quesƟons on each 
text. 
 
Paper 3: Speaking  
21‐23 minute exam (with 5 minutes preparaƟon) 
30% of the total A Level 
 

Discussion of a sub theme with the discussion 
based on a sƟmulus card (5‐6 minutes). The 
pupil studies the card for 5 minutes at the start 
of the test (25 marks). 
 

PresentaƟon (2 minutes) and discussion  
(9‐10 minutes) of individual research project  
(35 marks). 
 
All learners studying A Level Spanish will have  
a weekly one‐to‐one speaking session with  
one of our Spanish Assistants in addiƟon to 
group lessons. 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level: 
Spanish 7 

Head of Department: Julio Morales-Shearer 

Spanish 
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Sports Science is well established at Stowe, 
with a very experienced department of 
teaching staff. 
 
Requirements for A Level Candidates: 
 

 A minimum of Grade 6 in GCSE Sports 
Science/PE or Grade 7 in Biology or Dual 
Science. 

 

 A high level of sporƟng ability (minimum  
A team school level) in at least one sport/
acƟvity  

 A deep interest in sport in its broadest 
sense 

 
Candidates will study the following areas: 
 
Physiological Aspects 
 

In this secƟon of the course the pupils learn 
about the body and how it is affected by 
exercise and training. Topics include anatomy, 
the muscular system and the mechanics of 
movement, nutriƟon for sport, sports injuries, 
a study of the cardiovascular and respiratory 
systems, the components of fitness and how 
to test them. The following are also covered 
in depth: the physiology of muscles; causes of 
faƟgue and recovery; physiology of elite 
athletes; the energy systems and 
biomechanics. 
 
Psychological Aspects 
 

This secƟon leads to an understanding of how 
psychological factors affect performance, how 
skills are learnt and improved and how 
informaƟon is processed, as well as the most 
effecƟve methods of pracƟce. With further 
study of the ways in which the mind can 
affect the performance for elite sportspeople 
considered, with topics including group 
dynamics, leadership, stress management, 
aggression and personaliƟes. 
 
Sociological Aspects 
 

The pupils study the influence of sport on 
society. The effects of racism, gender 
inequaliƟes, impairments and class issues 
which performers face in modern sport are 
invesƟgated. The effect of the following on 
sport are considered: commercialism, media, 
professionalism, drugs in sport, talent 
idenƟficaƟon, technology and hooliganism. 
The impact of World Games, such as the 
Olympics are studied in depth. 
 

Non‐Exam Assessment (30%) 
 

Pupils are assessed as a performer or coach in 
the full sided version of one acƟvity. The 
candidates will also complete coursework in 
which they analyse, understand and correct 
areas of weakness in their performance by 
applying the physiological and psychological 
aspects learned in the theory side of the 
course. 
 
Careers 
 

Many of our pupils go on to study a sports 
related degree at top universiƟes, for 
example Bath, Loughborough and Exeter. Due 
to the broad nature of the subject, there are 
several potenƟal career opportuniƟes such as 
sports scienƟst, physiotherapy, sports 
business and management, sports 
parƟcipaƟon, professional teaching/coaching, 
media, sports markeƟng, or as an elite 
performer. 
 
ExaminaƟon Assessment (70%) 
 
Paper 1  
2 hour theory paper 
35% of the total A Level 
 

Factors affecƟng parƟcipaƟon in physical 
acƟvity and sport. 
 

SecƟon A: Applied Anatomy and Physiology 
 

SecƟon B: Skill AcquisiƟon 
 

SecƟon C: Sport and Society 
 
Paper 2  
2 hour theory paper 
35% of the total A Level 
 

Factors affecƟng opƟmal performance in 
physical acƟvity and sport. 
 

SecƟon A: Exercise Physiology and 
 Biomechanics 
 

SecƟon B: Sport Psychology 
 

SecƟon C: Sport and Society and Technology 
 in Sport 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Required minimum GCSE grade entry level:  
Grade 6 in GCSE Sports Science/PE 
or Grade 7 in Biology or Dual Science 

Head of Department: Andrew Jackson 

Sports Science  
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As an alternaƟve to A Level Sports Science, 
Stowe is offering a BTEC Sport qualificaƟon. 
  
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Year 1 
 
BTEC CerƟficate 
 

Equivalent to half an A Level, completed in 
one year as an elecƟve. 
 
Consists of two compulsory units: 
 
Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology 
 

Studying the Skeletal, Muscular, 
Cardiovascular and Respiratory Systems, in 
addiƟon to the Energy Systems. 
 
Unit 7: PracƟcal Performance 
 

This presents pupils with the chance to 
improve their knowledge and pracƟcal ability 
in one individual and one team sport (sports 
must be offered at Stowe). 
 

Pupils will learn about Skill AcquisiƟon (how 
to improve technically in their sports) and 
how to self assess and evaluate their own 
performance accurately. 
 
Year 2 
 
BTEC Extended CerƟficate 
 

Equivalent to full A Level. 
 
Consists of two addiƟonal units completed in 
the second year: 
 
Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for 
 Health, Sport and Well‐Being 
 

Pupils will learn about lifestyle choices and 
nutriƟon for sports performance. They will 
also study training methods and how to plan 
a training programme effecƟvely. 
 
Unit 3: Professional Development in the 
 Sports Industry 
 

Pupils will explore career and job 
opportuniƟes in the sports industry and build 
pracƟcal experience of recruitment and job 
seeking skills. 
 

Assessment 
 

Units are both internally and externally 
assessed. BTEC qualificaƟons now include 
wriƩen exams, not just internally moderated 
coursework. 
 
Candidates receive two chances to sit exams 
in both January and May/June. 
 
Exams contain shorter style quesƟons than  
A Level equivalents and the grade boundaries 
tend to be lower. 
 
Unit weighƟng for both Year 1 and Year 2 is 
around two thirds exam based and one third 
coursework and pracƟcal based. 
 
CombinaƟons 
 

The BTEC Level 3 NaƟonals can be studied 
alongside other Level 3 qualificaƟons such as  
A Levels or other BTEC NaƟonals. They are all 
designed for Post‐16 Level 3 study for those 
wishing to go on to further or higher level 
study in the sports sector or directly into 
employment. The qualificaƟon aƩracts the 
same UCAS points tariff as the A Level 
qualificaƟon and is widely recognised by 
universiƟes (including the Russell Group) and 
employers.  
 
OpƟons 
 

 Can be studied for one year as part of the 
School’s elecƟve programme 

 

 Can be studied for two years as a full 
column opƟon 

 
Skills Needed and Entry Requirements 
 

There are no GCSE entry requirements for this 
course, but an enthusiasm for and interest in 
sport is essenƟal. 
 
The BTEC Level 3 NaƟonal CerƟficate and 
Extended CerƟficate in Sport is a suitable 
study route for all pupils who have a genuine 
interest in learning about the sports sector. 
 
  
 

Sport BTEC 

Head of Department: Andrew Jackson 
Co-ordinator of Sport BTEC: Victoria Dias 
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The Extended Project Qualification 
 

The EPQ builds on the skills honed in the 
Higher Project Qualification (HPQ) at GCSE 
level. It carries the same UCAS weighting as 
half a full A Level and provides the possibility 
for pupils to pursue an area of particular 
interest. It involves a significant amount of 
independent study and can take the form of 
either an extended essay of 5,000 words or 
an artefact with a written report. Universities 
and employers welcome it because it 
indicates genuine academic interest and 
commitment as well as an ability to reflect 
and work independently. Those taking an EPQ 
are allocated a designated supervisor who will 
help the pupil through the learning process.  
 
AS Maths 
 

A two year course with an entry requirement 
of grade 6 or higher in GCSE Maths. It is 
appropriate for strong mathematicians who 
do not wish to take the full A Level but who 
would benefit from some maths to support 
their university applications. This course 
would typically suit those taking Science  
A Levels, or those wishing to pursue a degree 
course requiring some mathematical ability 
e.g. Psychology. AS Maths is harder than Core 
Maths, and two thirds of the content is Pure 
Maths. The AS course is not generally 
accepted in support of Physics or Engineering 
at university, which require the full A Level.  
 
AS Further Maths 
 

A two year course designed for A Level 
mathematicians who would like further 
extension. Pupils wishing to take this elective 
should have achieved at least a grade 8 in 
GCSE Maths and it must be taken in 
conjunction with A Level Maths.  
 
Core Maths 
 

A two year course leading to a Level 3 
qualification, similar to an AS Level, and is 
useful for pupils who would like to develop 
their practical mathematical skills beyond 
GCSE to support A Level subjects that require 
a particular degree of numeracy such as 
Biology, Business, Economics and Geography. 
 

Engineering BTEC 
 

This Level 3 BTEC course will be delivered 
through Stowe’s partnership with the UTC in 
Silverstone on Wednesday aŌernoons and in 
the elecƟves column over two years. It is a 
largely pracƟcal and coursework based course 
which is equivalent to an AS Level or full  
A Level, depending on the number of 
modules taken. It is well regarded by 
universiƟes for those seeking entry on to a 
broad range of engineering degree courses. 
The BTEC is likely to be aƩracƟve to pupils 
who wish to gain this engineering 
qualificaƟon in addiƟon to their three A Level 
programme, but may also be very helpful to 
those who have a keen interest in engineering 
but who struggle to access Maths and Physics 
A Levels. Please see the separate page for 
details of the Extended Level 3 BTEC course  
(A Level equivalent). 
 
AS Film Studies 
 

A two year course which includes a practical 
assessment in the form of a short film or 
screenplay (20% of the final marks) and an 
essay based theory paper (80%). Modules 
include Hollywood films; Modern US films; 
British films; non‐English films. It will be of 
particular interest to arts and humanities 
pupils who are interested in media but also 
may provide an interesting contrast for those 
following more traditional science 
programmes. 
 
AS Music Technology 
 

A two year course perfect for those 
interested in popular music and its 
production; recording and sound engineering. 
The course is both creative and technical and 
will include both exam and coursework 
modules in year two. You will be required to 
record a cover version of a song, compose a 
piece of music based around two audio 
samples given by Edexcel, as well as 
demonstrate an ability to analyse the 
technical aspects of the music that you listen 
to. It is preferable for pupils taking this course 
to have a grade 5 in Music Theory and to be 
confident in the use of technical software. 
 
English as a Second Language 
International pupils without a GCSE 
qualification in English as a First Language at 
the appropriate level, will be required to 
complete the Cambridge Advanced English 
Language course in preparation for 
application to UK universities. This new 
course replaces the former iELTs qualification. 
 

Deputy Head (Academic): Dr Julie Potter 
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AS/A Levels in Additional Foreign Languages  
 

InternaƟonal pupils who are bi‐lingual and 
who wish to study German, French or Spanish 
are strongly encouraged to choose their 
language as one of their three, or four,  
A Levels within the curriculum. Pupils wishing 
to take examinations in other native 
languages may be supported in preparing for 
exams which can be taken at the end of the 
Upper Sixth year and private tuiƟon can also 
be provided (with addiƟonal costs). Taught 
lessons are not provided within the 
curriculum although our Modern Languages 
department may be able to provide non‐
specific support in preparaƟon for the topics 
examined in the wriƩen papers during 
‘language club’ in extra‐curricular Ɵme.  
 
AS Psychology 
 

A two year course designed to give an 
introduction to this popular degree subject. 
Psychology is an excellent subject to study 
because it not only teaches a number of 
transferable skills, it also gives an insight into 
the way people think. The mind is something 
intangible that exists within our brain; an 
unseen process of enzymes, chemicals and 
electric currents. But why is it that some 
people suffer from stress or mental illness?  
Or that others are considered abnormal for 
deviaƟng from social norms? Psychology 
looks at quesƟons such as these and more. 
It’s a fascinaƟng science with cuƫng edge 
research with real world applicaƟons that you 
are bound to find interesƟng. Pupils selecting 
this option are likely to be studying one or 
more Science A Levels or Mathematics. 
 
Business BTEC 
 

The Level 3 BTEC course allows pupils to build 
their practical skills in business and to gain a 
qualification attracting the same UCAS points 
as an AS Level. The finance and marketing 
units of the course have numeracy within 
them, where pupils will need to be able to 
manipulate and interpret data; so it is 
expected that pupils who start the course will 
have at least a grade 4 in GCSE Mathematics. 
Extended writing is part of the assessment 
criteria for all parts of the course; so it is 
expected that pupils who start the course will 
also have a grade 4 in GCSE English Language. 
This course is designed as an enrichment 
elecƟve and should not be taken alongside  
A Level Business. Please see the separate 
page for details of the Extended NaƟonal 
Level 3 BTEC qualificaƟon (full A Level 
equivalent). 
 

Sport BTEC 
 

This Level 3 BTEC course is a largely pracƟcal 
and coursework based course which is 
equivalent to an AS Level. This course offers 
effecƟve training in the theoreƟcal, pracƟcal 
and biological aspects of sporƟng performance 
and coaching. This course is designed as an 
enrichment elecƟve and should not be taken 
alongside A Level Sports Science. Please see the 
separate page for details of the Extended 
NaƟonal Level 3 BTEC (full A Level equivalent). 
 
InsƟtute of Leadership and Management 
QualificaƟon 
 

This course, available to CCF cadets only, 
consists of two modules: Understanding 
Leadership, and Leading and MoƟvaƟng a 
Team. It leads to a civilian recognised Level 3 
qualificaƟon awarded by the InsƟtute of 
Leadership and Management. The course will 
be delivered in lessons and in CCF acƟvity Ɵme, 
and combines pracƟcal and essay wriƟng skills.  
 
LAMDA 
 

A LAMDA exam is the speech and drama 
equivalent of a music grade and just like music 
grades the exams culminate at grade 8. There 
are additional charges for this elective, which is 
taught by peripatetic staff. There are different 
entry levels but those who have not taken 
these courses previously would be looking to 
start at level 3, which is equivalent to grade 6, 7 
and 8 (bronze medal, silver medal and gold 
medal). The exam requires a performance 
which may consist of a monologue or a 
duologue, or a recital of a poem, or a piece of 
prose, or a presentation on any chosen subject.  
 
MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) 
 

These are university‐level courses without the 
need to complete an entire programme of 
study and are becoming increasingly popular. 
Resources are available online through a 
distance learning approach. Completion of 
modules (which may vary in length from three 
week courses to one year courses) indicate 
genuine immersion in a subject that a pupil may 
wish to read at university. 
  
Preparation for Advanced Level Musicians 
(PALM) 
 

This recognises the significant hours of 
additional music practice required by those 
taking advanced music grades or diplomas in 
one or more instruments. Pupils choosing this 
elective will be supervised in the Chung Music 
School. 

Deputy Head (Academic): Dr Julie Potter 
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Russell Group   
University of Newcastle  27 
University of Exeter 17 
University of Edinburgh 7 
University of Bristol 5 
UCL (University College London) 4 
KCL (University of London) 4 
University of Warwick 4 
Queen Mary, University of London 3 
University of Birmingham 2 
University of Manchester 3 
University of Noƫngham 2 
Durham University 2 
University of Oxford 3 
University of York 2 
University of Liverpool 2 
University of Cambridge 1 
University of Southampton 1 
Cardiff University 1 
LSE (University of London) 1 
 
1994 Group  
University of Bath 2 
University of Reading 1 
SOAS, University of London 3 
University of St Andrews 1 
University of Sussex 2 
University of East Anglia (UEA) 1 
Royal Holloway, University of London 1 
University of Surrey 1 
Goldsmiths, University of London 1 

Stowe UK University DesƟnaƟons (2019) 

UniversiƟes Alliance   
Oxford Brookes University 9 
Noƫngham Trent University 2 
Manchester Metropolitan University 1 
 
Million+  
Bath Spa University 1 
University of Buckingham 1 
 
Other  
University of Westminster 5 
Leeds BeckeƩ University 3 
Regent's University London 3 
BIMM 3 
Loughborough University 2 
University of Lincoln 1 
University of Arts London 1 
Northumbria University 1 
University of Kent 1 
Brunel University London 1 
Harper Adams University 1 
New College of HumaniƟes 1 
University of Law  1 
Pearson College London  1 

 

 
UK University (2019 entry) 87 
Art, Music & Drama College (2019 entry) 6 
Deferred UK University (2020 entry) 41 
EU University 1 
Non‐UK University (2019 entry) 7 
Gap Year / Apply 2020 24 
Other 5 
Total 171 

Upper Sixth Leavers (2019) 

  

 

Business & Management  27 
PoliƟcs & InternaƟonal RelaƟons  13 
History 9 
Sociology & Criminology 9 
Film and Media 7 
Geography 7 
Art History 6 
Philosophy 6 
Psychology 5 
Engineering 4 
English 4 
MFL 4 
Law 4 
Archaeology 3 
Medicine & Biological Sciences 3 
Classics 3 

Economics 3 
Design 3 
Music 3 
Chemistry 2 
Liberal Arts 2 
ICT 2 
Sports Sciences 2 
Fine Art 2 
Physics 2 
Agriculture & Related Disciplines 1 
Biology and Zoology 1 
Engineering  1 
MathemaƟcs 1 
Natural Sciences 1 
Drama 1 
  

Degree Subjects 
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Stowe School 

Stowe 

Buckingham 

MK18 5EH 

t │ +44 (0)1280 818000 

f │ +44 (0)1280 818181 

e │ enquiries@stowe.co.uk 

w │ www.stowe.co.uk 


